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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: 

 

First let me compliment the Club for the good turnout for 

our two comestible consuming events in July.  This was the 

best since the Christmas party last December.  Now we all 

need to get under the bonnets of our LBCs to work off some 

of the extra avoirdupois we (me) have accumulated and get 

them ready for our soon-approaching driving season. 

  

In my case, I need to get SOMETHING running.  Right now all of my British 

vehicles qualify as "Zero-Emissions" transport as the TR3 apparently has a head 

gasket problem, which prevented my attendance at an event whereat one of our 

attendees from the club thinks he got dosed with Covid;  (Silver lining for me, 

maybe?) the TR7 is going through the cascading failure mode (is that even a 

thing?) where as soon as one thing is corrected, another system fails, to replace 

the fixed thingy; neither the Herald or the Sprite is within years of roadability; 

and I don't even want to address the storage unit TR3 DIY "kit".  Someone 

really needs to step up and relieve me of that. 

  

This month's English lesson orbits the word rational and its many derivatives.  

My trusty F&W says:  Rational: 1.  possessing the faculty of reasoning.  2.  

Having full possession of one's mental faculties; sane.  3.  Comfortable to reason; 

judicious; sensible.  Rationale:  1.  The rational or logical basis of something.  2.  

A rational explanation of principles.  Rationalize.  To explain or base (one's 

behavior) on grounds ostensibly rational but not in accord with the actual or 

unconscious motives (reality).  Oops, watch out for that one. 

  

Are we, as the keepers of British heritage here in the Colonies, always rational?    

Those of us who do not possess more of them than we can drive at one 

time probably qualify.  Now those who have more than that number have had 

some rationale as to why we added that next vehicle.  (Oh, that's what I've 

wanted all my life; I'm rescuing it from the crusher {that's how I got the Sprite 

and Herald}, I needed another project!)  Of course, we now rationalize these 

decisions to friends and the people we share accommodations with, with such 

lame reasoning as:  I paid almost nothing for it (them); I'm building it for my 

(son, grandson, granddaughter) (BUSTED), or, the lamest of all:  I'll get my 

money back when I sell it! 

  

Well, how much fun is rational anyway?  Not much.  I do want to get back to the 

irrational thrashing of a sixty-something year-old motor vehicle, inches off of the 

pavement, with wind and rain (OK maybe not rain) in my face, in the company 
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August Birthdays: 

 

03 Patricia Ridgely 

03 Linda Knoblock-

Raupp  

08 PW Elliott 

08 Adrianna Hay  

10 Richard Fiskes 

12 Robert Ross  

13 Jane Parrett  

15 Sharon Spadaro 

16 Maria Buck 

17 Ken Gregory 

21 David Holmwood 

23 Gale Bogue  

31 John Spadaro 

 

August Anniversaries: 

 

02 Roger & Jeanne 

Jessaume  

13 Jeremy & Jane Parrett

  

20 Saul & Maureen Klein 

20 Paul & Judy Stedman  

21 Pat & Sally Fox  

21 Roman & Joan 

Ortega-Cowan 

  

 Upcoming Club Events: 

 

August 10th 

Monthly Dinner  

Sonny’s BBQ 

 

August 20th 

Dunkin’ Donuts Show 

 

Contact Information: 

Brian Mitchell 

P. O. Box 410471 

Melbourne, FL 32941 

(321) 254-9605 

 

 

of like-minded compadres, marking our territory with the beasts' internal fluids, 

and having folks who may have no idea what it is we're driving wave at us as we 

pass by.  So, I've got to quit rationalizing my inactivity with such statements as: 

"I'm not polluting the environment" and get my livery functional again. 

  

Until next month,  
Safety Fast 

Brian 

(321) 254-9605 

bgspain@hotmail.com 

 

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS: 

 

Have you been some place interesting, taken a scenic drive, dined at a restaurant 

you enjoyed?  These are potential places, drives, dinners for club events!   

 

• August 10, 2022 – MGCC-FL Monthly Dinner Sonny’s BBQ 6:00 PM.  

The restaurant chosen for August is Sonny’s BBQ located at 150 Sherriff 

Rd., Melbourne, FL 32940 (near I-95 and Wickham Rd).  Sonny's BBQ 

Melbourne (sonnysbbq.com)   Please RSVP to Marilyn Lewis 

delewis67@aol.com by August 9th if you are planning to attend so I can give 

the restaurant a number for the reservation.    

• August 20. 2022 – Dunkin’ Donuts Car & Truck Show 8:00 AM – 12:00 

PM.  This month’s event will be to attend the Dunkin’ show as a club.  

Many of our members already attend monthly and we’re joining them for 

tire kicking and donuts.  No need to RSVP, if you’re available to join us 

come on out!  See flyer below! 

• September 7, 2022 – MGCC-FL Monthly Dinner Pizza Gallery & Grill at 

the Avenue Viera 6:00 PM.  Located at The Avenue Viera, Suite 113, 

directly across from Books-A-Million.  To view the menu: Menu - Pizza 

Gallery & Grill (pizzagalleryandgrill.com)  

• September 17, 2022 – Carib Brewery USA Tour.  The brewery is located 

at 200 imperial Blvd, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920.  Visit Home - Carib 

Brewery USA to learn more.  John Perez will provide details in next 

month’s newsletter.   

• October 8, 2022 – Hot Dogs, Cool Cats, & Wild Rides Car & Motorcycle 

Show Fox Lake Park, Titusville 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM  To register online 

visit SPCA OF BREVARD INC - Car Show 2022 (networkforgood.com)   

First 100 registrants receive dash plaque.  Sheriff Ivey is MC for the show.  

We will meet up to caravan to the show in order to ensure we can park 

together in the show.  Several members have made their reservations.  

Attendance is usually good for this show.  Please see flyer and registration 

below! 

• October 19, 2022 – MGCC-FL Monthly Dinner Charley & Jake’s 6:00 

PM.   Located at 490 E. Eau Gallie BLVD, Indian Harbor Beach, FL 

32937.  To view the menu:  Menu - Charlie & Jake's BBQ - Restaurant in 

Indian Harbour Beach, FL (charlieandjakes.com) 

• November 2, 2022 – MGCC-FL Monthly Dinner Villa Palma Cocoa 

Village 

• November 19, 2022 – MGCC-FL Drive & Picnic.  Details to be 

determined. 

http://www.mgcarclubflorida.org/
mailto:bgspain@hotmail.com
https://www.sonnysbbq.com/locations/melbourne
https://www.sonnysbbq.com/locations/melbourne
mailto:delewis67@aol.com
https://pizzagalleryandgrill.com/menu/
https://pizzagalleryandgrill.com/menu/
https://caribbreweryusa.com/
https://caribbreweryusa.com/
https://spcabrevard.networkforgood.com/events/44358-car-show-2022
https://www.charlieandjakes.com/menu
https://www.charlieandjakes.com/menu


• December 2022 – MGCC-FL Holiday Party / Dinner.  The location will be 

Frigates with details to come later. 
 

OTHER EVENTS: 

 

• Calendar of local car events and cruise-ins maintained by Mike Euziere. 

British Car Driving Group  

• August 27, 2022 – Fresh Scratch Bistro & Lounge Classic Car Cruise and 

Dance 3:00 PM – 7:00 PM.  Free show with DJ and outdoor under cover 

dancing after 4 PM.  Please see flyer below! 

• September 15 – 18, 2022 Southeast British Car Festival Dillard, GA The 

SOUTHEAST BRITISH CAR FESTIVAL in Dillard, Ga. is now taking 

registrations for their 30th ANNIVERSARY event.  This is not " just" a 

car show. First, Dillard is located in the foothills of the Blue Ridge 

mountains, just south of North Carolina and west of South Carolina, in 

the northeast pocket of Georgia.  There are over a dozen self driving tours 

you can partake of, including THE TALE OF THE DRAGON.  There are 

tours to winery's, pottery shops, the Foxfire Museum & Heritage 

Museum, Black Rock Mountain State Park, shopping in Franklin or 

Highlands, NC.  Thursday night we drive down to Clayton to the Tiger 

Drive-in for a movie, usually an automobile themed one, Friday night is a 

LOW COUNTRY BOIL dinner.  Saturday morning is the car show of all 

British makes and models, usually more than 200. The afternoon is yours, 

and the Buffet and Awards Banquet is that evening. Sunday is heading 

south.  Pat & I have attended this event for many years, as well as many 

members of our club, such as the Gregory’s, Spadaro’s, Kingston’s, Saul 

Klein, Len Coppold, and others.  The St. Pete, Orlando, and Palm 

Beach/Miami clubs are also in attendance.  The weather at that time is 

usually outstanding.  Registration is now open. Go to  peachtreemg.com, 

click on Dillard 2022, and you will have access to all the info you need to 

sign up. The phone number of the Dillard House is 800-541-0671, for room 

reservations (they go fast) and is the location and base for all activities.  

The website gives you other places to stay if Dillard House is full.  Hope to 

see you there.  Norm Ridgely 

 

February 11, 2023 – 13th Annual Motor Car Exhibition at McKee Botanical 

Gardens Vero Beach.  Flyers with registration below! 
 

You will note the flyer in this issue of the newsletter promoting the "13th Annual 

Motor Car Exhibition" at the McKee Botanical Gardens in Vero Beach this 

coming February 2023.  For those not familiar with this exhibit or McKee, I will 

give you a brief bit of information.  The Gardens opened in 1932 as the McKee 

Jungle Gardens, on 80 acres, on U. S. # 1 in south Vero Beach.  It contained an 

abundance of tropical plants and trees, as well as many animals and birds.  

During WW II, the Navy used it to train flight crews jungle survival tactics.  It 

reopened to the public after the war and until the Orlando area theme parks and 

the Turnpike & I-95 came along, was one of the most visited tourist attractions 

on the east coast.  It finally closed in 1976 due to low attendance.  Over a period 

of time, condos and a golf course were developed on 62 of the original 8o acres.  

In the middle to late1990's, the remaining 18 were slated to become a shopping 

center. The citizens rose up in anger, formed the Indian River Land Trust, raised 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=p6lt1939psflov7t1u2qahjcs0%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
http://peachtreemg.com/


the funds, purchased the land, cleared the property of invasive growth, built new 

support buildings, and reopened to the public in November of 2001. 

 

In 2010, on the second Saturday of February, McKee held its first Motor Car 

Exhibition, which was the brainchild of John Schumann, Jr. a native of Vero 

Beach and avid car collector, to support the Gardens in both promoting 

attendance, membership, and financial support.  He had gathered a small group 

of like-minded individuals, myself included, to assist in these efforts.  We have 

held the show every year with the exception of 2021, due to Covid, and there is a 

different theme each year.  It is an "invitation only" NO fee event, limited to only 

forty vehicles as they are placed inside the gardens and space is limited.  Some 

benefits are outlined on the flyer.  A number of our members have shown their 

LBCs at this event, such as Frank Kingston, Paul Stedman and Mike Panopoulos.  

If you have shown a particular car at McKee in the past, there is a prohibition in 

reentering that car for five years.  The average attendance over the past two 

shows has been 3500. 

 

The 2023 theme is CAR COLLECTORS’ FAVORITES. And you need only one 

car to be a collector.  So, if you feel you have a car you would like to display next 

February, fill out the application and send it in with a photo of the car to McKee. 

 

Norm Ridgely 

 
 

 

MGCC-FL Quarterly Board Meeting July 2022 

Les Neumann and Doug Rothwell attended from the British Car Club of Central Florida to promote 

their new website.  Les plans to present a comprehensive platform for all regional single marque clubs to 

have a means to promote their club.  The demo showed a page with rows of British car emblems across 

the bottom for a club to link in on their emblem.  Do we have a creative type interested in stepping 

forward to help put together an interesting page promoting our club for publication?  If so, please 

contact Brian to discuss.  In the interim, we will submit our current website link for publication. 

The minutes of the meeting have been prepared and are available upon request.  Please let Marilyn know 

if you’d like a copy. 

 

  



CLUB PHOTOS: 

www.mgcarclubflorida.org/mgclubflorida/Club_Photo_Album.htm 

 

Monthly Dinner at New England Eatery & Pub – July 6. 2022  
 

Nestled between the Atlantic Ocean and the Indian River, this restaurant was a great choice for 

dinner.  Great food & comradery!  Thank you Mike Fufidio & Mike DeZago, for recommending. 

 

 
 

Attending: 

(Standing) 

Dale &Marilyn Lewis, Brian & Ginny Mitchell, John Perez, Sallie Richardson, David Holmswood, 

Helen Kingston 

(Seated) 

Richard & Judy Fiskes, Linda Knoblock-Raupp, Pat &Norman Ridgely, Pat & Ed Lankenau, Kathy 

Braumann 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Breakfast at Sarno’s Pizzeria & Restaurant – July 16. 2022  
 

   

Pat & Norman Ridgely 

Doug & Linda Rothwell 

Helen & Frank Kingston 

 
Pat Ridgely & Linda Rothwell 

http://www.mgcarclubflorida.org/mgclubflorida/Club_Photo_Album.htm


 

Thank you all for your 

participation 

in our Breakfast at Sarno’s! 

July 16, 2022 

 

Angel Lopez & son Angel 

 

Brandy & Grandma  

Linda Knoblock-Raupp 

   

Edie & Roger Lowery 

 

Dale & ’62 MGA 

 

Dale & Marilyn Lewis 

 

   

Linda & Doug Rothwell 

’72 MGB GT 

Helen’s ’67 MGB 

 

Linda’s ’80 MGB 

 

 
 

 

Beth & Lee Harris Luke & ’75 Triumph TR6 Richard & Judy Fiskes 



   

Jerri Kaufman Luke Miorelli Brian Mitchell 

 

 

 

Rob & Maria Buck  Lynn & Bill Henley 

 

  



Club Member Contributions of Articles, Personal Interest Stories and Other Stuff 

If you see a British article (tech or otherwise) you would like to share or if you come across something 

that just makes you smile, please email me (delewis67@aol.com) and I will include it in the newsletter! 

Personal stories are welcome too!  Tell us about your car(s)! 

Pictures and writeups from our club members 

Angel Lopez submitted some pictures of his 1967 MGB GT he is restoring.  He purchased the MG in 

November 2021.  The car was in pieces although it had been painted the engine rebuilt when he bought it.  

As he didn’t take it apart it has taken him longer to put it together slowed down by missing parts and old 

parts ordering.  He’s hoping to have it finished by October and may show it at the SPCA Car Show. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

MGB Wanted!! 

• Chrome bumper, 1972 – 1974 preferred 

• Overdrive or 5-speed a must 

• Rust free 

• No projects 

Contact: 

Philip Burke 

561-248-36666 

Philip1.burke@gmail.com 

  

mailto:Philip1.burke@gmail.com


 

Articles! 
 

Norman Ridgely submitted an article provided by the Vero Beach Club Indian River Region AACA, July 

2022 The Headliner. “Not British but very American, and the Brits love them and race them still”.  He 

also included a picture and short writeup. 

 

 
 

Brings back a lot of memories for me.  Growing up on Miami Beach, a lot of us owned roadsters and 

raced them, legally.  Many of the city police departments sponsored hot rod clubs in Dade County and we 

held weekly drags west of South Miami and Coral Gables.  Between 1947 and 1950, three of us would tow 

one to Daytona in February to run the Flying Mile on the Beach, hoping to break 100.  In the picture, 

Herb Tashiro is on the left (worked for USPS in Lake City) and Jim Casey (car owner and Beach 

detective LT.).  Both now deceased.  The tow car is mine, a 1940 Ford tudor.  Daytona in Feb. can be 

cold!   

 

Norman Ridgely 



 



Saul Klein submitted the following YouTube video: 
How To Build A MG TD in 3 Minutes - YouTube 

 

**Correction:  In July’s issue of the Octagon, I attributed Norm Ridgely as submitting the article ‘One in 

One-hundred-thousand’ when in fact Saul Klein sent it to me.  And it appeared in the Minnesota MMGG 

May 2022 newsletter.   

 

And the funnies: 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-QEvCCWd1g


 

 



 

  



 



  



MGCC-FL Merchandise 
 

  

  

 

MGCC--FL Hats 

$25 

Original logo from when club was first founded, 

with date and club name 

Khaki color is a light weight material with 

Nylon adjustable tab closure. 

White is slightly heavier but vented on both sides 

with 

Velcro closure. 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

MGCC-FL Patches 

$5 

 

Anniversary Logo Design 

 

POC for Purchase: 

Helen Kingston (hjk10590@gmail.com) 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  

mailto:hjk10590@gmail.com


Ads are free of charge to members, run for three months unless renewed and/or canceled by the 

advertiser.  Send your ad to delewis67@aol.com  for publication in the following month’s newsletter.  

For Sale: 
 

1974 MGB -- $7,500 

 

  
 

Good condition.  Runs and drives well.  New all steel floors.  Good interior.  Luggage rack, 

Tonneau cover.  Webber carbs and electronic ignition.  All new rubber.  Many additional parts, 

to include SU Carbs and Manifold.  No significant issues. 

 

Contact: 

Bill Insco 

(321) 259-8323 

********************************************************************************** 

Angel Lopez submitted an ad for his friend Leo Brosche who used to fix and race British cars. 

 

British parts:  948, 1098, and 1275 engines, smooth case transmissions, rear ends, complete wire wheel 

assemblies for midgets/sprites.  A basket case 52 TD, some Austin Healey 100 front end parts. A spridget 

fiberglass hardtop and a custom fiberglass front end that will fit a sprite or midget.  All midget/sprite 

heads with up to 1 1/4 valves, National competition ported and polished flow tested heads by Dave Tabor.  

Ported and polished SU carbs 1 1/8 and 1 1/4 Carbs, Weber 40 and 45 DCOE carbs and manifolds, 1964 

Austin Cooper "S" 1275 engine and gearbox, gas tank and misc. parts. 

 

Cars:  62 Triumph TR-4 (First year, made TR3 and 4 at same time that year).  68 Series 1 1/2 Jaguar 

XKE Fixed Head Coupe and a 59 Austin Healey Bugeye Sprite that was set up for Vintage racing.  

Square body spridget SCCA race car roller pretty much complete less drive train with full cage. 

All parts and cars price is negotiable! 

Leo Brosche Ocala FL. 

leobrosche@yahoo.com 

 

********************************************************************************** 

Liquidating MG & Triumph parts & projects 

EVERYTHING MUST GO! 

 

1967 MGB GT Partially disassembled Project car.  Florida title $2,000. 

1970’s Postal Jeep. Rusty body I6 engine, turns. $500. Reduced $250 

Two 1970’s VW Project/parts cars.  Both engines run.  $2,000 each. Reduced $1000 Each 

mailto:sklein@cfl.rr.com
mailto:leobrosche@yahoo.com


1976 MGB RDS Project car.  Custom steel dash, good rubber, good driver.  Florida title.  $2,500. Reduced 

$2000 

1978 Triumph Spitfire.  With weber/header, aluminum radiator, new wood dash, fiberglass trunk lid, factory 

hard top, rough body, good tires, Florida title.  $2,000. Reduced $1500 

 

Liquidating British sports car hobby shop.  

Selected parts cars $200 each. 

A lot of new old stock and used parts. 

Call with your needs. 

 

Contact Dave Alexander (321) 213-7051 (please Leave a message, I will return all calls) 

********************************************************************************** 

  



 

AN INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO 

British Marque CAR CLUB NEWS 
 

British Marque Car Club News is a 40-page monthly tabloid newspaper featuring the news of dozens of British car clubs 

coast to coast.  Did you know that your club is one of over 100 official British Marque Participating Clubs?  It’s true — 

and members of Participating Clubs are entitled to all sorts of benefits. 

For one, you can subscribe to either the Print Edition or On-line Edition of the Marque at a 37% discount over non-

member (regular) rates.  Both Editions have the same 40 pages of event listings, columns, classifieds and special 

features.  Either way, you will receive 11 issues a year.  

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR PARTICIPATING CLUB MEMBERS 

Members residing in the USA: Only $18.00/year Print Edition 

Members residing in Canada: Only $23.00/year Print Edition 

Members residing overseas: Only $30.00/year Print Edition 

On-line Edition, regardless of residence: Only $12.00/year 

(On-line Edition FREE to Print Edition subscribers upon request) 

 

Regular (non-Participating Club) subscription rates $29.00 for U.S. residents, $42.00 for Canadian residents, and $55.00 for overseas 

residents. Regular On-line Edition rate $19.00.  All rates quoted in U.S. dollars.  

PLACE FREE CLASSIFIED ADS, TOO! 

Each subscriber from a Participating Club is also entitled to place one free classified ad (up to 20 words) per issue, 

whether you’re selling or looking for something British car-related.  

Additional 15¢ charged per word over the 20-word limit.  Photos may be included for $7.50 each.  Free classified ad benefit available 

only to individuals, not businesses. 

So don’t delay — subscribe today! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

British Marque CAR CLUB NEWS 

c/o Enthusiast Publications, LLC 

5 Old Nasonville Road 

Harrisville, RI 02830 USA 

 

PARTICIPATING CLUB PRINT SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

To pay by credit card or to order the On-line Edition, please go to our website, www.britishmarque.com 

 

Club Name __________________________________________________________________  

Member Name _______________________________________________________________  

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

 City_____________________________ State/Prov. ________ Zip/Post Code ____________  

E-mail or phone ________________________________ Amount Enclosed_______________  

Attach cheque or money order payable in U.S. funds to Enthusiast Publications, LLC, and send to address above.  Form 

and cheque must be received by the 15th of the month to receive the next month’s issue. 

  

http://www.britishmarque.com/


MGB, MGC, Midget, 1100/1300 and Post Abingdon Car Owners: 

 

 
The only MEMBER-RUN organization 
for MGB, MGC, Midget,1100/1300 and 

Post Abingdon Car owners. 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $30 ($45 overseas) 

• Dash plaque • Membership card • Window decal 
• Six bi-monthly issues of The MG Driver, 

a 68-page informative magazine. 
• Annual national convention – a four-day MG party! 

 

North American MGB Register 
PO BOX 876 • Downers Grove, IL 60515-0876 

Toll-free phone: 800-NAMGBR-1 
www.namgbr.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NAMGAR Membership Application Form 

 

NAMGAR Mission Statement 

The North American MGA Register shall promote the preservation and enjoyment of the MGA sports car and 

its variants; encourage fellowship among MGA owners; aid members' efforts to restore and preserve these cars 

by publishing and exchanging maintenance and restoration information. 

 

http://www.namgbr.org/
http://www.namgar.com/images/Membership/Membership_Application_Color_Rev_G_HR10Jan13.pdf
http://www.namgar.com/

