FLORIDA OCTAGON
#159

May 2016

Dear Club Members:

Happy month of May. We have much to celebrate this month and we are all beginning to feel
the days are starting to really warm up.
Hope everyone had a great April. Thank you for those that attended other shows in and out of
the area, keeping our British cars in sight. Had a young man the other day who had no idea
our cars even existed! Felt kind of good to do a “show and tell” for him.
Hoping all, (although I know not all) will R.S.V.P. to May 22, 60th picnic. We are starting off
with a lovely drive, with great thanks to Ed Price for putting drive together for us. Will end at
Ted Whitlock Community Center Park, in Palm Bay, for a lovely picnic with FREE food being
catered by Sony’s Barbeque, Drinks will be tea and water so special spirits you need to bring
yourselves. John Perez is providing music, plan on a fun day that we will share together.
Thank you Helen Kingston for arranging that and reserving park area. Saul will be doing a
special club photo shoot, so wash & wax your LBC. We’ll play some games, so bring games
and anything you can think of to help make the afternoon fun.
There will be a special recognition for all the past and present Jerome Keuper Memorial Award
recipients.
May 28th we have the Honor Flight show, in Indialantic, which we could all gather at the old
Ethan Allen or maybe Brian can have us at VFW, more will be announced. This should be a
great show on church grounds with a great ocean breeze from across the way. The club did
do a donation for such a great cause.
May birthdays:
May 5 Helen Kingston

May 7

May 8 Michael Dezo

May 11 Betty Gregory

May 16 Christine Ross

May 24 Phyllis Campbell

May 25 Elizabeth Waymine

Mike Euziere

MAY ANNIVERSARIES:
And an oversight- Ginny and Brian Mitchell celebrated their 50th, in April
May 5 Pat & Norm Ridgely
May 8 Gail & Glen Lenhard
May 28 Ken & Deanne Deleeuw
If I missed anyone let me know, let’s keep everyday special, help make someone’s day. I want
to thank those that send in idea’s or shows to attend as we are always open to ideas. We
need our club to “stay alive”, so let’s enjoy each event and attend when we can. With as many
members as we do have (100 with mates), we should be having a good time by all! I have fun
every month. See you all May 22 for celebrating our club’s 60th anniversary!
-Linda Knoblock-Raupp
****************************************************************************************************************

MG Car Club – FL
60th Anniversary Celebration & Picnic
Sunday, May 22, 2016
The event will take place within the Ted Whitlock Community Center Park in
Palm Bay at the Boy Scout pavilion.

Ed Price has set up a terrific two hour tour, on SUNDAY, May 22nd, with a rest
stop and visit to Jerry Keuper’s “MG NUT” grave site, south of Palm
Bay.

Plans are for club members to gather at the old ETHAN ALLEN store, 2705 N Harbor City Blvd
(US 1) Melbourne, at 9:30am for a 10:00am departure time, so they will arrive at the Palm Bay
Community Park about noon.

FREE FOOD & DRINKS- Sonny’s BBQ is catering this event for the Club – it will be
paid for by the Club as an appreciation of your loyalty over these years.
Everything will be provided for you to enjoy lunch and an afternoon with other
Club members. All you might need to bring is a chair to enjoy viewing some
games we will have set up on the beautiful grass area surrounding this large
pavilion.

It is of the utmost importance that you RSVP to (Helen K.)
(hjk10590@gmail.com) IMMEDIATELY – so we get an accurate headcount and
can order the right amount of food from Sonny’s BBQ. (32 out of 100 so far
RSVP’s..)
Map of Park - http://www.palmbayflorida.org/home/showdocument?id=11614
**************************************************************************************************************

Upcoming Events:
May 28th is Space Coast Honor Flight show in Indialantic, so get yourselves
registered early! http://classicreflectionscarclub.com/2016-0528%20Honor%20Flight%20Car%20Show%20FLYER.pdf
June 25th - Exploration Tower - $10.00 admission fee - Pt. Canaveral - Meet at Rockledge
McD’s 9am - Lunch at Pig & Whistle in Cocoa Beach afterwards

July 16th - Field Manor & Farm - I left a message to see if they are open yet for tours - stand by
for more information - it was discussed having lunch at Grandpa’s on 520.

Aug. 20th - Cape Canaveral Lighthouse - $27.00 admission - meet at Exploration Tower - At
8:30am board an a/c’ed shutter bus.
In addition to the lighthouse, the 3-hour tour includes stops at Air Force Space & Missile
History Center and at two historic launch complexes.
The tour also includes admission to Exploration Tower. Even thou the Club toured the Tower
in June - the sites are always changing - so a view from the top will be different on this day!!

MG CAR CLUB-FLORIDA, INC.
A LITTLE BACKGROUND & HISTORY FOR OLD AND NEW MEMBERS ALIKE (continued)

There are many members now in our club who have heard of Jerry
Keuper, but who did not have the pleasure of meeting and/or
knowing him. We also have new members who have not heard of
Jerry. We also have members who know our club is 60 years old but
know not of its origins and history. Well, over the next two months,
we will try to set that right in this newsletter by publishing the
remembrances of a member who was there with Jerry as he
resurrected a dormant club which was a chapter (aka centre) of the
MG Car Club in England, which club was originally founded 1930 by
the MG Car Company. The following is a brief history of the early
years of the MG Car Club – Florida, by someone (Tom Bowman) who
“was there” before, during and after those early years and who was
asked to try to put down some remembrances of those years.

Part 2- A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MG CAR CLUB – FLORIDA AND JERRY KEUPER OUR
CHAIRMAN EMERITUS
By Tom Bowman (originally published in January, 2009
MG CLUB-FLORIDA, INC.

From the book “The MG Car Club: the First Seventy Years”, Jerry continues: "In 1984 the Florida
Centre organized the first M.G. Jamboree and it was held on the campus of Florida Institute of

Technology in Melbourne. MGs of all years and models were welcomed to participate in the
Jamboree. This was a departure from the then statewide practice of admitting only T-Types and
earlier cars to the MG Gatherings." Jerry was especially adamant in insisting that all MGs should
be invited to participate fully in all MG-centered events, a stance that put him somewhat at odds
with the New England T-Register's rules and regulations at that time. (More recently most or all
of the GoFs around the country have included classes for all MGs.) (The North American MMM
Register mentioned above, which Jerry also founded, is more narrowly focused on MGs from
the early 30s and racing, but I don't see that as being contradictory to Jerry's "all MGs"
philosophy since they are clearly a special case. Also of interest in view of the preceding
paragraphs is that the masthead of their quarterly publication says "affiliated with MG Car Club
England").

Many of us who were there harbor fond memories of that Jamboree, and especially the
Funkhana. It was held on a practice soccer field at F.I.T., since Jerry was still president and no
one would have been so bold as to tell us we couldn't do it. We really tore up that nice grassy
field! (15 or so years later it was plowed up to make way for a new College of Engineering
building, so whatever damage we did was not permanent.) I treasure a photo someone gave me
of me and a Healey friend in the Y with the car heeled over at quite an angle, the friend leaning
way out of the door to point out the next cone we needed to round (or maybe he was just trying
to keep us from tipping over!) and a large battalion of flying dirt clods following us. Those were
the days!! Many folks commented, though, that most of the contingent from the Orlando club
refrained from taking part and looked on in shock at what we were doing with our precious cars!
But of course they had much farther to go to get home.

Below is a photo of a Jamboree plaque which hangs on the wall in Glenn Lenhard’s office in St.
Petersburg (Glenn’s MG Repair).

Jerry also sponsored a GoF at FIT in 1982. More on that later.

Jerry again, commenting on the Jamboree: "Syd and Joan Beer from England were invited
guests and Syd spoke at the banquet about his trip to China in a Y-Type. Who could forget the
drama the next day during the gymkhana of Mike Dowley from England and Steve Foldhazy from
Australia tearing up the field in Keuper's TD. Yes, the Jamboree was a great success." At the
bottom of this page of the book was a photo of Jerry's house in Melbourne Beach with 8-10
MGs, from pre-war to rubber-nose Midget, in front of the house parked side by side on the grass.

Rescuing, restoring, showing and driving old MGs was of course not enough for Jerry. He had
to start a club for MGs. All MGs. And that's how our club started. Jerry was the first president,
and he told me that I had to be his VP whether I wanted to or not. By this time I knew Jerry well
enough that there was no point trying to say “no”. We had some meetings in the Evans Library
on the F.I.T. campus, and also some in area restaurants; I especially remember we had some in
the big buffet establishment that used to be located at the south end of the Melbourne Shopping
Center, which had a separate room that we could reserve, and some in Palm Bay eateries near
I-95. The club also started organizing tours of the local area at an early point in its existence,
especially along the Indian River lagoon.

A couple of times we had evening tech sessions at the shop of the late Dick Ostman on the west
side of Cocoa. I had met Dick soon after I moved to Florida in 1969, after reading an article about
him and his shop in Florida Today, and my first experience with a bead blaster was in his shop
when he wanted to show me his new toy. That shop was probably east of US1, but later he
moved his shop to a new place near State Road 520 west of US1 that was mostly stuffed wall to
wall with Jaguar engines and other Jag parts, with one or more Morris Minors out back. I visited
that shop several times looking for parts for my Alfa, and I think I even found and bought a
couple of things. He had to move again, and cleared out most of the engines and other car parts
and opened another shop, a bit farther west but still close to the north side of 520, and Dick put
on two or three tech sessions for our club at that location in the club's early days. His health
was not good, and he passed on a little while after that. Fortunately for the club, his son Rick
moved to the area a bit later and set up a British car repair shop in the same general West Cocoa
area, C.C.C. Restorations, with 'Little British Cars' being the whole emphasis in his shop. In the
following years Rick and his shop became the venue for a number of very interesting and helpful
tech sessions for our club in the 1990s and later.

Jerry Keuper remained as active in the club as possible in the last years prior to his declining
health and eventual death on March 25, 2002, followed by Natalie's death the following year.
He and Natalie are buried in Fountainhead Cemetery, which is on Babcock Street between
Malabar Road and Valkaria Road, and a visit to their graves is well worthwhile. There's a
gorgeous granite bench that his daughter Melanie designed inscribed with their names, the
fact that he founded F.I.T., and referring to him as an "MG NUT" with the MG in black letters on
a red background, inside a black octagon.

Correctly proportioned, of course! (Melanie still owns, and occasionally exercises, his TD,
although the three restored MMM cars were bought by Bill and Sarah Richey, who live in
Bowling Green and have re-restored the J2, PA, and L1. All have been raking in trophies at
national meets, and the L1 won the "Amelia Island Award" at the 2008 Amelia Island
Concours.

After Jerry retired from the F.I.T. presidency in 1985, I think he was not too comfortable with
conducting meetings on the campus so we met off-campus from then on. In about 1998, he
asked me to take over the club presidency, which I did for a short period until we could find
someone else. I was "wearing a lot of hats" and doing a fair amount of overseas travel for Florida
Tech at the time, and I knew I couldn't do justice to the many obligations that came with running
and building up the car club. Fortunately for the club, and for me personally, Mike Euziere
appeared on the scene in very short order, full of energy and ideas, and thanks to him and
everyone else and everyone else who has served as president since then the club was off and
running and never looked back.

The club started putting out an official "Newsletter" in early 2000, and that was clearly an
important sign of maturity after many years when informality ruled. An especially interesting
early issue was #14, dated August 2001. Much of the issue was devoted to "our annual car
show" coming up at Fox Lake Park on Sept. 22. This was our first show. (I have a trophy from
that show). Mike Euziere was the club Chair, his wife Lorraine was the webmaster, and Ed Price
was the Treasurer. Fred Wright, who became our 4th president in November 2002, was
mentioned in the Newsletter, and Jerry Keuper was "Chairman Emeritus". Various items said
"Call Saul Klein" about this or that, so that at least has not changed much in the intervening 8
years!

This issue of the club newsletter also reported on the most recent meeting, which had been held
at Rick Ostman's shop in West Cocoa, and commented on Rick's interesting and helpful tech
session with 25 attendees. The Newsletter Editor (it doesn't say who he or she was) commented
that "we are glad he is healed up and ready to go back to work fulltime". He and Mike Euziere
had been injured, Mike more seriously I think, in Mike's MGB while test driving it following work
that had been done on it at Rick's shop. Nothing was said in the newsletter about what caused

the accident, but something was said about replacing seat belts before they get rotten! Cars for
sale included 3 MGBs (1970-80) and a BN1 Healey (55 100-4), and 3 other people were trying to
sell MGB parts (a fiberglass hardtop, a 1970 engine, and "lots and lots of MGB parts").

(Editor’s Note: We all owe Tom Bowman our utmost gratitude for his enormous effort in
drafting the background of our club and his memories of Dr. Keuper. I personally wish to
thank him, and hope the final result met with his approval. Below is an article on our author
published in FITs TODAY, date unknown, giving a little background on Tom. )

Will Bowden of the Classic MG Club of Orlando supplied the 2009 newsletter editor with an
original membership application from the MG Car Club – Florida Centre (see below). The mailing
address is in “downtown” Jacksonville; it is believed the building no longer exists.

HERE’S A BRIEF RECOLLECTION OF THE 1982 GOF by TONY ROTH

Great GOF at FIT. Jerry (Keuper) had a bunch of South African MG owners here on a tour. It
was known as the Florida Freebie. We stayed in the dorms free – meals were very cheap. It was
in the summer, but it didn’t seem hot at the time. There were breezes off the ocean and river.
We had an autocross on the baseball field. The ruts got over a foot deep. After a while, no one
would drive their cars thru the dirt, so everyone drove my old race
car.

Tony passed away October 27th, 2010. He was the third recipient of the Jerry Keuper Memorial
Award in 2005.

Below with this history is a reprint of an article originally published I the Mardi Gras Ts
newsletter of August 1981 regarding the 1982 Florida GoF.

MIKE EUZIERE’S RECOLLECTIONS – A FOLLOWUP TO TOM BOWMAN’S CLUB HISTORY [Mike
Euziere was kind enough to put his recollections on paper to cover the time period when he
became our third president in 2000. Here are his thoughts – thanks, Mike.]

Jerry Keuper started off by leaving a business card on my 1975 MGB windshield while parked
in front of Discount Auto Parts. On the card he left a note and asked me to call him. I called Jerry
and he told me about the MG Car Club Florida and his vision and desires for what the club
should be. He and Natalie invited Rainy and I out to his home to meet, which in fact turned out
to be an interview because they were looking to find someone to be president of the car club.
The club was between presidents. In fact it hadn’t been active in some time. Jerry and I had the
same basic philosophy that the club’s most important function was to inform and get the word
out about MGs, not only to the owners of MGs, but also to non-owners. Jerry, Rainy and I
decided to approach getting the club up and running again using several methods. First, Jerry
had lists of MG enthusiasts which Rainy and I called and invited to a club meeting. Jerry brought
slides and information on MGs. It was actually a very good first meeting with over 25 in
attendance. This was the rebirth of the monthly meetings. It was held at Homer’s Buffet,
Melbourne (something about car people and food) on May 22nd, 2000. Second, was passing out
of MG Car Club business cards. Every MG we saw, we would stop and put a card on the

windshield which had the club information on it. This was very effective, and we met some very
great people that way, (Ed and Pam at the Dairy Queen), and many many more. We actually
scared a few chasing them down to give them cards. But we always seemed to meet the best
MG enthusiasts which were always great. This approach snowballed as the new members were
all given club member cards and they left them on MGs they saw. Third, we wanted a newsletter
which informed and got information out not only about the club, but MG happenings
everywhere. So, we started a newsletter which Rainy and I wrote and Jerry reviewed the first
one for us and then told us we were on our own after that. We mailed it to everyone on the
original list Jerry had, plus the new members of the club. We set up networking with other clubs
around to exchange newsletters. Fourth, Rainy was our first webmaster. She designed a website
and uploaded pictures and the newsletter for all to see. Luckily for us, she was a lot better at
web page developments than I was, or we would never have gotten this off the ground. Fifth,
was when Jerry wanted to host meetings where people could share the MG experience. He
especially liked the GOF along with other National and International Meets. Knowing there would
be extremely limited attendance by our members at these types of events, Jerry offered up to
club members, family and friends to come to his house and drive his three (3) pre-war MGs or
his TD. This we set up annually for the first couple of years of the Club’s rebirth. Additionally,
this worked out to be the format for the early club reactivation where there was always a driving
event.

THE JERRY KEUPER MEMORIAL AWARD – WHAT IS IT?
To honor the memory of the man who resurrected an old MG club charter, breathed new life into
it, and who brought together people of many different persuasions who basically had one major
affliction, the love of Little British Cars, MGs in particular, the officers and directors of the MG
Car Club-Florida in the beginning of the 21st Century, did devise an award to honor that man,
with the following criteria as a guideline: "The recipient had to be one who most exemplifies
Jerry's love of MGs/LBCs and who shows an interest in promoting them, encouraging
membership in the club, active participation in the club's activities, interacting with the
members, and LBC happenings in general" In summation, one who has the KEUPER SPIRIT.

The award is presented annually if there is a worthy recipient, and the first person receiving the
award was Tom Bowman, who was especially a worthy recipient. There have been a total of
twelve recipients:

2002 Tom Bowman

2003 Saul Klein

2005 Tony Roth (deceased)

2006 Norman Ridgely

2007 Art Floyd (deceased)

2008 Ed Price

2009 Helen Kingston

2010 Dave Alexander

2011 Pat Ridgely

2012 Linda Knoblock-Raupp

2013 Len Coppold

2014 Mike Euziere

The selection method is by the past recipients who select the nominees and then vote on
them. The award for the year 2015 will be presented at the club's 60th Anniversary picnic on
May 22nd.

Safety Fast!

Club Officials

Linda Knoblock-Raupp 321-757-0180 (President)

Brian Mitchell 321-254-9605 (Vice President)

Helen Kingston 321-773-1455 (Treasurer)

VACANT (Secretary)

Richard Jensen 321-544-1467 (Director)

Len Coppold 321-752-0737 (Director)

John Perez 321-243-2661 (Director)

David Alexander 321-213-7051 (Immediate Past President)

Jerry Keuper Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam)
MG Car Club – Florida www.mgcarclubflorida.org
P.O. Box 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941
321-757-0180
For Club Info - Please go to our website (above)

AN INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO

British Marque CAR CLUB NEWS
British Marque Car Club News is a 40-page monthly tabloid newspaper featuring the news of
dozens of British car clubs coast to coast. Did you know that our club is one of over 100 official
British Marque Participating Clubs? It’s true — and members of Participating Clubs are entitled
to all sorts of benefits.
For one, you can subscribe to either the Print Edition or On-line Edition of the Marque at a 37%
discount over non-member (regular) rates. Both Editions have the same 40 pages of event
listings, columns, classifieds and special features. Either way, you will receive 11 issues a year.
SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR PARTICIPATING CLUB MEMBERS
Members residing in the USA: Only $16.00/year Print Edition
Members residing in Canada: Only $20.00/year Print Edition
Members residing overseas: Only $26.00/year Print Edition
On-line Edition, regardless of residence: Only $12.00/year
(On-line Edition FREE to Print Edition subscribers upon request)
Regular (non-Participating Club) subscription rates $26.00 for U.S. residents, $38.00 for Canadian residents,
and $50.00 for overseas residents. Regular On-line Edition rate $19.00. All rates quoted in U.S. dollars.

PLACE FREE CLASSIFIED ADS, TOO!
Each subscriber from a Participating Club is also entitled to place one free classified ad (up to
20 words) per issue, whether you’re selling or looking for something British car-related.
Additional 15¢ charged per word over the 20-word limit. Photos may be included for $7.50 each. Free classified ad
benefit available only to individuals, not businesses.

So don’t delay — subscribe today!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------c/o Enthusiast Publications, LLC
5 Old Nasonville Road
Harrisville, RI 02830 USA

PARTICIPATING CLUB PRINT SUBSCRIPTION FORM

To pay by credit card or to order the On-line Edition, please go to our website, www.britishmarque.com

Club Name __________________________________________________________________
Member Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State/Prov. ________ Zip/Post Code ____________
E-mail or phone ________________________________ Amount Enclosed_______________
Attach cheque or money order payable in U.S. funds to Enthusiast Publications, LLC, and send to address above.
Form and cheque must be received by the 20th of the month to receive the next month’s issue

