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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS: by Dave Alexander
Two more club activities: the Bok Gardens tour and our Holiday party, and we can put a wrap
on 2010.
As a club, we have a lot to be thankful for coming out of 2010. This year has given us a new
and better venue for our show which I expect to attract even more LBC's next year. We had
beautiful weather for most all our events. I would like to thank you all for the support you
have given me this past year as president and look forward to leading the board on your
behalf to greater feats of entertainment for you next year.
I would like to give an extra thank you to the MGCCF board members for without their extra
energies the events we all enjoyed could not have happened.
May your Holidays all be happy.
David Alexander
TOUR TO CLASSIC MG CAR CLUB’S ANNUAL MINI CAR SHOW & CHILI COOKOFF AKA THE
FLANKEY PICNIC – SUNDAY NOVEMBER 21ST, 2010
Fourteen of our members traveled to the annual picnic, put on by the famous
Classic MG Car Club of the Orlando area.
This year
it was
held at
Speer
Park in
the
village of
Oakland,
west of
Orlando.
The South group, Ken & Betty Gregory and Norm & Pat Ridgely traveled from
Vero, covering the 115 miles in just under 2 hours. The North group, consisting of
Dave Alexander & Louise Husband, Art & Yvonne Floyd, Len Coppold, Ray & Mary
Pollock, and Saul Klein, traveled their shorter route from the

Melbourne/Rockledge area, but it was reported to take about the same time due
to “873 traffic lights!!” encountered in the
Orlando area – but it was worth it. (Sadly Linda
Knoblock stayed behind in Rockledge due to a
“Lucas” malfunction of her MG). John & Sharon
Spadaro, who have dual membership in our club
and the Classic MG club and had a shorter ride
from Eustis, were also on hand to enjoy the
beautiful park, a cool day, GREAT chili and
FANTASTIC desserts. Sharon took 2nd Place in
the chili contest and won a ………….
beautiful apron with B- - - -, B- - - -, B- - - - emblazoned on it
which was nicely tucked (hidden) away in a handy basket
along with a supply of huge Meyer lemons. Kenny won
the “inner tube toss” jackpot. And “Who Would Have
Believed it?”… Our esteemed president, Dave Alexander,
was presented with
a very prestigious
award for his 1980
rubber bumper B
roadster.
The
judges could not
decide what color
the car was, why it ran, who would ride in
it, and on and on. He received the “RAT”
award, the trophy was an actual rat trap.
CMGCC’s members for the invite and
hospitality.
TIME TO CHECK THE LIST!!!! – Linda Knoblock
First I would like to wish each and every one of you, a most joyous of holidays.
When I said time to check the ‘Ready To Go” list, don’t forget your car batteries! I
could not make our last get together at the Mini Car
Show & Chili Cookoff, because of a dead battery.
Made it all the way to our first meeting place at the
Rockledge McDonalds, in my 1980 MGB, then the car
wouldn’t restart! - All the pushing meant nothing,
which I still have a vision of Mary Pollock helping to
push my car. Should it had gotten going and my Mary
went down……….Oh my God! After several more tries,
it was decided to have the other cars go on to the
event, and we would try to figure out what is wrong and get it started or towed home.

Come to find out my battery was from 2003! That Interstate Battery really did its work
all those years, & thank goodness this did not happen at the Brit Bash - how
embarrassing, - “Best of Class”?
We had met a former MG member at McDonalds, (Gave him our club card, has an
MGA). He ran us to AutoZone and I bought a new battery then we couldn’t get the old
one out, we were still determined to catch up with the group! After banged knuckles
& a few harsh words & sweat dripping I called for a tow. It was the best tow I ever
had, I still felt ready to go, I had two batteries at that point!
Got home, put the battery in and she ran normal in the garage, have not taken her out
again though …
You were all thought of on that day and I thank you wanting to help me and not leave
me behind, but who wants to leave their car, especially in the city, where we have
access to stores, etc.? If it ever happens on the back roads somewhere though, I’m
hopping in with somebody .
Dave, Thank you for helping me put the darn
vinyl top up! That was the first time I ever put
the top up in all these years, SORRY! Muscle
Man!
Hope everyone makes our Bok Towers trip and
hoping to see all at the Gregory’s Christmas
party, how kind of them! To want all of us!
Another year has gone by and I want to thank you all for organizing such a great Brit
Bash and all the planning that went with it. Lets keep the idea’s coming for our trips,
tours, rallies, get togethers, special occasions, member spot light each month.
Feel blessed at this time of year, and very thankful and have you all in my heart.
Bok Tower, November 11, See you all, it’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.
Now go check your lists!!
Linda

UPCOMING MGCC-F EVENTS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11TH – ANNUAL TOUR TO HISTORIC BOK GARDENS, SINGING
TOWER, AND PINEWOOD ESTATE, LAKE WALES

This tour to Bok in Lake Wales on a Saturday was requested by a number of members.
The club has been going to Bok at this time of year for the last
five years. The gardens at this time are beautiful and the
Pinewood Estate is decked out for its annual Christmas at
Pinewood Home Tour. The 20 rooms in this Mediterranean
style mansion will be dressed for the holidays. It is always
interesting and attractive.
The tower, featuring a 60-bell
carillon has concerts at 1 and 3. The gardens were designed
by Olmsted and comprise over 250 acres. Bok opened in 1929
at the highest point in peninsular Florida, Iron Mountain. Go to
www.boksanctuary.com for more information. The admission
to Bok is $18 for both the gardens and Pinewood. (AAA
members are entitled to a discount.) There is a great café at
the Visitor’s Center for lunch. Picnicking is also
permitted in certain areas. The South group will
meet at the IHOP on SR 60, just east of I-95
interchange to leave at 9:30 am to head west on 60 to
YeeHaw Junction. The Brevard County group will
meet at the IHOP parking lot just east of I-95 on US
192/ West New Haven Road for departure at 9:00 AM.
This group will go west to Holopaw, then south on US
441 to YeeHaw Junction, meeting the south group
there(about 10 am). The route then is west on SR 60
to Lake Wales to Bok. We should arrive at Bok at 11:00 AM or shortly thereafter;
Pinewood opens at 1:00 PM for tours.
We’d like to have a count by Thursday, Dec. 9th, so we know who is coming. The
Brevard/North group contact Dave (321-213-7051) and South group contact Norm (772532-4265). These are cell numbers so if you’re running late, let them know. If you
didn’t call ahead and find you can make it, come anyway.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18TH - HOLIDAY PARTY AT THE GREGORY’S IN VERO BEACH.
This year, Ken and Betty Gregory have graciously proffered their home as the site
of our Holiday Party. Please plan to attend for Holiday cheer, conversation, and
great food. Members should bring hors
d’oeuvres or desserts. RSVP to Betty by
December 11th at Isign4kidz@comcast.net
or 772-205-5000 to inform her of your dish
so we do not end up with 18 apple pies
and the number of people in your group so
we can properly plan for the festivities. If
you desire an alcoholic libation, please
bring your own and drive responsibly –
carpooling with a designated driver is

strongly suggested. Safety Fast! The gathering time will be 5:30 pm. Their
address is 570 11th Court, Vero Beach, 32962. You may park at #590 (next door)
in circular and garage driveway (Ridgely residence).
Directions: I-95 – exit at Vero Beach, SR 60, turn east/left. Drive 4.6 miles to 58th
Avenue (Kings Hwy) turn south/right. Drive 2 miles to 4th Street, (4th traffic light).
Turn east/left. Drive to 11th Court, (about 0.6 mile past the 3rd traffic light (at 20th
Ave); turn left, drive about 0.2 mile/house is on the right #570.
Directions: US #1, go to US #1 And 4th Street, turn right/west – drive about 0.7
mile to 11th Court. Turn right, drive about 0.2 mile, house is on right - #570.
Be warned – this is MG mileage!
Ken’s cell: 772-633-0873 – Betty’s cell: 772-205-5000.

‘Twas the night before Christmas
‘Twas the night before Christmas, and out on the street Sat my poor little TC, all covered with sleet.
The starter was frozen; the battery dead. And clusters of icicles hung from the head.
Mama with the cables, and I with the crank Were trying to start it, but drawing a blank.
The best we could raise was a weak little clatter, And we couldn’t determine just what was the
matter.
When what did our wandering eyeballs perceive, But a fat little man you just wouldn’t believe.
His cap was made of a bundle of wire; The tails of his coat were crackling with fire.
His eyes were like lightbulbs (and one didn’t work); A glowing face with an electrical smirk!
He was so badly wired that I knew in a wink That this poor apparition was from Lucas, Inc.
He opened the bonnet and started to poke, Thus causing a short and a cloud of blue smoke.
He crackled and sizzled, and giving a zap, He fractured the gol darn distributor cap.
He walked to the back, and giving a thump, He boogered the points on my old fuel pump.
And laying a finger alongside of his nose, He sizzled away, while the two of us froze.
He sprang to his car in a move oh-so-smart, We almost expected the darn thing to start.
The starter turned over; the engine roared out, And over the clatter we heard Lucas shout:
“Out, Healey, out Jaguar, out MG and Sprite, Out Lucas Ignition, this cold winter’s night!”
And we heard him exclaim, as skyward he roared:
“So long, crazy Yanks! I’m powered by Ford!”

Reprinted from The Dipstick Newsletter of Tidewater MG Classics Car Club

HOLIDAY EATING TIPS
1. Avoid carrot sticks. Anyone who puts carrots on a holiday buffet table knows nothing of the
Christmas spirit. In fact, if you see carrots, leave immediately. Go next door, where they’re serving
rum balls.
2. Drink as much eggnog as you can. And quickly. It’s rare. You can’t find it any other time of year
but now. So drink up! Who cares that it has 10,000 calories in every sip?
3. If something comes with gravy, use it. That’s the whole point of gravy. Gravy does not stand
alone. Pour it on. Make a volcano out of your mashed potatoes. Fill it with gravy. Eat the volcano.
Repeat.
4. As for mashed potatoes, always ask if they’re made with skim milk or whole milk. If it’s skim,
pass. Why bother? It’s like buying an MG with an automatic transmission.
5. Do not have a snack before going to a party in an effort to control your eating. The whole point of
going to a Christmas party is to eat other people’s food for free. Lots of it. Hello?
6. Under no circumstances should you exercise between now and New Year’s. You can do that in
January when you have nothing else to do. This is the time for long naps, which you’ll need after
circling the buffet table while carrying a 10-pound plate of food and that vat of eggnog.
7. If you come across something really good at a buffet table, like frosted Christmas cookies in the
shape and size of Santa, position yourself near them and don’t budge. Have as many as you can
before becoming the center of attention. They’re like a beautiful pair of shoes. If you leave them
behind, you’re never going to see them again.
8. Same for pies. Apple. Pumpkin. Mincemeat. Have a slice of each. Or if you don’t like mincemeat,
have two apples and one pumpkin. Always have three. When else do you get to have more than one
dessert? Labor Day?
9. Did someone mention fruitcake? Granted, it’s loaded with the mandatory celebratory calories,
but avoid it at all cost.. I mean, have some standards.
10. One final tip: If you don’t feel terrible when you leave the party or get up from the table, you
haven’t been paying attention. Reread tips; start over, but hurry, January is just around the corner.
Remember this motto to live by:
“Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an attractive and
well preserved body, but rather to skid in sideways, chocolate in one hand, Glass of eggnog in the
other, body thoroughly used up, totally worn out and screaming ÒWOO HOO what a ride!”
Have a great holiday season!
Reprinted from Meshing Gears Newsletter of MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre
2011 – HAPPY NEW YEAR!
We have an open calendar for the coming year. We have some suggestions but
please submit any ideas you have so we might consider them; i.e. Mt. Dora,
Daytona Experience, Sanford, and/or Rolex 24, Ponce Inlet Lighthouse, joint
meeting/tour with other clubs (Gold Coast in Palm Beach Classic MG in Orlando);
day trips or overnighters. Any and all suggestions welcome. It’s your club. We
have a suggestion for a top-down tour of Lion Country Safari, Palm Beach County.
(aka Lion Buffet)
DUES

Dues are now due and the amount is the same as last year: $15.00. Attached to
this newsletter is an Application for Membership, New or Renewal. Please fill it
out completely and send it with your check to the Club’s P O Box (see last page).
This form is new this year and we are requesting information to benefit the
membership (i.e. occupation) and also birth and anniversary dates (day and
month only) as other clubs do. If someone requires the services of an “XYZ”, and
you are an “XYZ”, then a member might prefer to call upon you rather than
someone they don’t know. For those who fill the form out in full and return it by
December 15th, the club will give them a club windshield logo decal at the next
event they attend. Any questions or comments, call Norman (772-532-4265).

OTHER EVENTS
1st Sunday of each month: British Car Breakfast Club 9:00 a.m. at the Golden
Corral in Altamonte Springs. It is just south of SR 434’s intersection with SR 436
on the east side between Costco and Robb & Stucky.
Feb. 12, 2011 – McKee Gardens Exotic Car Show in Vero Beach (invitational)
Feb. 24-26, 2011 – AACA Southeast National Car Show, Homestead, FL
March 26, 2011 – AACA Car Show, Riverside Park, Vero Beach
April 1-2, 2011 – All British Car Show, Winter Park, FL
April 8-10, 2011 – GOF South
April 25-29, 2011 – NAMGAR, Key West
June 12-18, 2011 – MG 2011 NA Council of MG Registers – Reno/Tahoe, NV
October 29, 2011 – MGCCF Brit Bash – Vero Beach, FL
For questions on any of the above, call Norm (772) 567-2231.
MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Members are invited to submit interesting articles about their MG or MG’s and
themselves. We need as many articles written by members as we can get.
Submit yours to Norm at normridge@yahoo.com or P. O. Box 651068, Vero Beach,
FL 32965. Thanks for your help.
NOTE: Authors and creators of original material submitted to the Newsletter for
publication do so with the understanding that Florida Octagon and the MG Car
Club – Florida may use such material for any purpose the Board of Directors may
decide is beneficial to the Club. Other MG Newsletters may reprint such material,
provided a suitable reference is made to the source and to the author.
FEEDBACK:
The Officers and Board members would like to hear from members concerning
their views on current functions and events (likes, dislikes, etc.) and any ideas for
the future. This is your club and we want everyone to participate and enjoy. So,
please contact anyone on the list on the last page to have your voice heard.
Thanks!
CLASSIFIED ADS:

Ads are free of charge to members, run for three months unless renewed and/or
canceled by the advertiser. Send your ad to Norm at the link below or P. O. Box
651068, Vero Beach, FL 32965 by the 25th of each month for publication in the
following month’s newsletter. In your e-mail, please reference MGCC-F ad so it’s
not considered spam.
Safety Fast!

Club Officials
David Alexander 321-213-7051 (President)
Linda Knoblock 321-544-4569 (Vice-President)
Pat Ridgely 772-567-2231 (Secretary)
Helen Kingston 321-773-1455 (Treasurer)
Al Allen 321-259-6957 (Director)
Ken Gregory 772-633-0873 (Director)
Christian Havneraas 321-543-0453 (Director)
Danica Perhacs 772-770-0083, britbash@comcast.net (Director and Show Chairperson)
Norm Ridgely 772-532-4265 (Newsletter Editor, Director-At-Large)
Saul Klein 321-269-0236 (Webmaster, Director-At-Large)
Ed Price 321-632-2207 (Past President)
Jerry Keuper Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam)
MG Car Club – Florida www.mgcarclubflorida.org
P.O. Box 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941
321-213-7051
For Club Info- Please email Dave Alexander email

AN INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO

British Marque
CAR CLUB NEWS
We are now a Participating Club of the British Marque Car Club News, a monthly tabloid newspaper featuring the
news of our club and numerous other British car clubs as well.
Members of Participating Clubs can subscribe to the Marque at a 38% discount. Use the form below to subscribe
and begin receiving 11 issues a year full of information about British car events, tech tips, special features, parts
suppliers and classifieds.
SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR PARTICIPATING CLUB MEMBERS
Participating Club members residing in the USA: Only $15.00/year
Participating Club members residing in Canada: Only $19.00/year
Participating Club members residing in the U.K./overseas: Only $25.00/year
Regular (non-Participating Club) subscription rates are $24.00 for U.S. residents, $36.00 for Canadian residents,
and $48.00 U.K./overseas and elsewhere residents. All rates quoted are in U.S. dollars.

FREE CLASSIFIED PRIVILEGE
Each subscriber from a Participating Club is also entitled to one free classified (up to 20 words) per issue. (This
applies only to non-commercial ads, of course.) An additional 15¢ will be charged per word over the 20 word limit.
Photos are also additional, at $7.50 each.
Don’t delay — Subscribe today!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CAR CLUB NEWS
c/o Enthusiast Publications, LLC
5 Old Nasonville Road
Harrisville, RI 02830 USA

PARTICIPATING CLUB SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Club Name ___________________________________________________________________
Member Name ________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
City______________________________ State/Prov. _______ Zip/Post Code _____________
Phone (Optional) (______) ______ - _________ E-mail ______________________________
Attach cheque or money order payable in U.S. funds to Enthusiast Publications, LLC, and send to address above.
Form and cheque must be received by the 20th of the month to receive the next month’s issue.

