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IMPORTANT NOTICE – THE “Complete” FLORIDA OCTAGON WILL ONLY BE
PUBLISHED IN JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, AND OCTOBER
Starting with this issue, the FLORIDA OCTAGON will be published only quarterly.
Therefore, those of you who do not receive the newsletter by email should make
arrangement to do so ASAP. The reason for this is that any news or updates
between issues will be emailed to all members. For example, if a tour has to be
cancelled, the membership will be notified by email by our webmaster, Saul Klein.
These email notices will not be mailed to non-email members as the cost is too
high. So, please make arrangements to get email or have a club member-friend
who does get email agree to call you.
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS – by Dave Alexander
Happy New Year to all!
The members of the board, with your help have come up with some interesting tours
for 2013. Some revisits of years past and some new. We look forward to seeing you
and enjoying the events.
As part of The Classic Minis United clubs "Big Al Snowbird Classic"
being held in Cocoa Beach the weekend of Feb 28, thru March 3rd, we have been
invited to join the CMU members on their tour of Central Brevard on Saturday, March
2nd. We did this a couple of years ago and had a blast. This year we (MGCCF
members) will head out to Grandpa's Steak House on 520 for lunch after the tour.
Mike Guido, president of the Classic Mini club and I need a head count for this event
driving event. Please contact me with questions or to rsvp.
As to the quarterly issuance of our news letter, not to worry, all members will be
emailed and also called with a heads up for coming events. New to our web site is a
“Calendar” for posting car related events of interest. Saul has a way we members can
add events we want to share with others. Check it out, the calendar should help keep
us all aware of events of interest. (see “Calendar/Events” at
www.mgcarclubflorida.org )
Safety Fast, or Safety First.

Dave
DUES ARE DUE JANUARY 1ST
Your Board of Directors has reviewed our financial situation and voted to keep
the dues at $15.00 a year. Please send your check to the club at our P. O. Box
noted at the end of this newsletter. Thank you.
JANUARY EVENT – SATURDAY, JANUARY 19TH, 2013 – A DRIVING TOUR AND A
VISIT TO FRANK KINGSTON’S NEW TOY BOX (for cars) – LUNCH WILL BE
PROVIDED
At 10 AM we will gather at the closed Ethan Allen Furniture Co. store at 2705 US
Hwy #1, just north of Lake Washington Road, Melbourne, for a driving event to be
presented by Ed Price, the club’s Event Director. The tour will terminate around
noon at 1561 Maple Avenue, Melbourne, which is the location of Frank Kingston’s
new garage, his “Toy Box”, for our scrutinizing. Frank, always the ultimate host,
will provide lunch for the club. And should anyone wish to tour afterwards, there
are sure to be those that would join in. It should be great weather, so let’s have a
good turnout. Please call Dave at 321-213-7051 to RSVP so Frank can plan for the
lunch. Thanks.

FEBRUARY RANCH TOUR & PICNIC LUNCH – SATURDAY FEB. 16, 2013
We have planned another great tour for February. This will be a combination
TOUR/PICNIC to the Deseret Ranch, east of St. Cloud. ALSO, TO MAKE IT EVEN MORE
FUN, DRESS “WESTERN” STYLE (for example: jeans,
plaid shirt, neckerchief, cowboy hat, you’ve got the
picture).
We last visited
them in February 2009 and
had a very enjoyable and
educational time.
We will
meet in the vicinity of the
parking lot of the IHOP
restaurant on the south side
of SR 192 (New Haven Ave., Melbourne) just east of I-95 at
8:45 am. Look for the LBCs. We will depart promptly at 9:15 am. It s about 19 miles
to the ranch and we need to be there no later than 10:00 am. This is a working ranch,
not a tourist destination. Normally the tours are only Monday through Friday, but they
have made another exception for us. They need to know in advance the number
attending so they can have the proper number of vans. Therefore, please email
(hjk10590@gmail.com) or phone Helen Kingston (321-773-1455) by Tuesday, February
12th to inform her that you will be joining us. If you get “voice mail”, leave a message
as to who called and number coming. Make a nice “ranch-style” picnic lunch and let’s
head west.
The following is a quote from Senior Life newspaper: “Upon arrival, tour guides
greeted us in the visitor’s center and we saw the rich cowboy history illustrated
through maps, aerial shots and pictures of the
residents and ranch hands. The guides gave us an indepth overview of the history and operation of the
ranch before escorting us to our air-conditioned tour
bus. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
owns the ranch as part of its agricultural investments.
The resources are available to the church’s welfare
program to feed people in times of need. The word
deseret means honeybee and signifies industriousness
and hard work. The one hour tour introduced the ranch’s cattle operation, extensive
pastures and vast citrus groves. The ranch functions primarily as a cow/calf operation
with over 44,000 cows including replacement heifers and purebred cows. There are
14 units, each with an average of 3,100 cows. The units have a set of corrals, loading
chutes, feed and horse barns, a pickup and horse trailer, tractors and feed trailers.
The 1,500 plus-acre citrus grove produces mostly juice oranges with other varieties
such as navels, tangerines and tangelos. Because of the wise use of natural
resources, the ranch is a home to a diversity of wildlife habitats and provides for ideal
wildlife viewing and excellent fishing.”

Following the tour, we will have a picnic lunch on the screened porch of their visitor’s
center. There are no food provisions or concessions at the ranch so you will need to
bring food and drink (no alcohol) for yourself and guests.

REMINDER: The Ranch must have a head-count in advance, so contact Helen by
Tuesday, February 12th, if you plan to come. If you’re a “probable” and concerned that
you might have to cancel, make your reservation anyway and if you must cancel, call
321-773-1455 prior to Saturday or her cell 321-544-5100 early Saturday morning so
we’re not waiting for you at the IHOP, hoping you’ll arrive.
OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
If you missed this, you really missed a great time. Thirty-one of our members
gathered at Frank & Helen Kingston’s home on Merritt Island late Saturday
afternoon, December 15th for a great evening of
socializing and enjoying
the
delicious
food
brought by everyone.
The club provided a
large shrimp plate and
there was an amazing
assortment of delicious
sides plus so many desserts it was difficult to
choose and then finish your selections!
Those
attending were as follows: Frank & Helen, Betty &
Kenny Gregory, Pat & Norman Ridgely, Linda & Mark Raupp, Mitch Senecal, Tom
& Ritva Bowman, Pam & Ed Price, Dave Alexander and Louise Husband, Danica
Perhacs & Ben Stone, Rainy & Mike Euziere, Dan Cook, Saul & Maureen Klein,
Brian & Ginny Mitchell, Bob Webb, Mary & Ray Pollack, Jo Ann & Richard Jensen,
and Len Coppold and Ruth. There were many gifts by the Kingston’s Christmas
tree for Ed Price to take to the Sharing Center for distribution to children for
Christmas.
Warm and heartfelt THANKS!!! go to the Kingstons for their
welcoming hospitality for this event.

THE ANNUAL JERRY KEUPER MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING MG SPIRIT
At the aforementioned Holiday Party at the Kingston’s, the Keuper Award was
presented to a most deserving club member. The following is the presentation
announcement that was to have been made, but due to unforeseen
circumstances was not. Therefore, it is presented here so the members can
understand the attributes of the recipient who received this honor:
The committee to decide the recipient is comprised of those awarded this
honor in the past. This year’s award was beautifully crafted by Frank
Kingston. The Keuper award has traditionally been presented to a member
of our club. This year, the committee has chosen someone who truly has
the MG spirit and loves MGs. This person serves as an officer of the club.
This individual has stepped forward to pull together club members to parade
their cars to honor our founder’s memory in an annual event at Florida
Institute of Technology. This individual attends most all club functions and
calls the members to remind them to attend and works with all others in
promoting club events. This individual also stepped up at our Brit Bash to
do a job that nobody else wanted to do, that is to sell 50-50 tickets. If you
haven’t guessed yet, yes, this year we honor you, Mrs. Linda KnoblockRaupp and congratulate you and thank you for your service to the MG Car
Club – Florida.
CONGRATULATIONS LINDA!!!

CLUB MEMBERS MAKING A DIFFERNCE by Mike Euziere
On December 14th a number of brave club members along with their cars attended a
Charity Car Show at Eau Gallie High School. It was a
great cause to support, where a teacher’s two small
kids have serious medical problems (one has eye
cancer, one has leukemia) and since the mother must
stay home with the kids, one income. All proceeds
went to help the family with medical expenses.
I
am happy to report that there was a lot of interest in
the LBCs. We had a number of show attendees who
asked to climbed into the cars and get their pictures
taken. Since that is what club is about, sharing the LBC
experience with others, we were happy to share. Even
better is the cars were a real hit with the younger crowd
(of course based on some of the MG car club members
attending (Bob, Brian, Dave and Mike), everyone else was
part of the younger crowd). Linda, Louise and Rainy
were the perfect ambassador sharing the LBC experience
with the crowd. One young lady was shocked to learn
that Bob Webb’s car was considerably older than her
parents. Bob was also mobbed by a group of cheerleaders who found his classic TD
absolutely fascinating. He even struck a deal where he would dance in the middle of
the track with them in exchange they would vote for his car (great, teaching
teenagers that a British car owner will do just about anything for a vote, LOL).
Watching him dance and doing a photo op with the cheerleaders was well worth the
price of admission. Funny we didn’t hear a single complaint from him??? Great event
which included show cars (the variety of cars was really surprising such as British,
Detroit iron, jet boat and more, parked on the running track around the football field.
There were food vendors, carnival games, jump house and inflatable obstacle course
for the young and the movie Elf was projected onto a large screen in the middle of the
football field. Eau Gallie High School students made the trophies out of pistons,
rocker arms and various other car parts. They were really creative and great trophies
anyone would be proud to receive.

JOHN DOES IT AGAIN
John Spadaro, our member from Eustis, Florida, has had his third article
published in the MGB Driver, the monthly magazine of the North American MGB
Register. It was in the Nov/Dec 2012 issue and spoke about a tool box that he
designed and built into the trunk of his MGB. Congrats, John.
(See article below: )

POSITIVE REVIEW OF “BRIT BASH 2012”
A lot of positive feedback regarding our recent “Bash” has been received, in spite
of the weather. A recent article in The Octagon of the Classic MG Club – Orlando
is an example and is reproduced below:

“OCTOBER EVENT WRAP-UP:
On Friday, October 26th, a hearty group challenged
Hurricane Sandy to travel to Vero Beach for the Brit Bash 2012. If the truth be told
(why start now?) there were very few MGs and those that came were either local or
those later-model MGs with roll-up windows. Arriving Friday evening would give you
the impression that our little cars would be blown away, but by Saturday morning, the
storm was parallel to us and the wind subsided, the sky brightened and we saw no
rain for the entire show. Quite a contrast with last year! Those attending had plenty
of lovely cars to ogle at and there were some lovely cars that came out for the Show.
The winners are listed (with photos) on the web site of the sponsor club. Because I
need to rest my arms, I will refer you to WWW.mgcarclubflorida.org. Thanks to Saul
for the photos and to our gracious hosts. The Friday BBQ dinner was even better than
last year, if that is even possible!”
Local Activities & New Website “Calendar/Events” Section by Mike Euziere
It is great to live in Florida in the winter! (Soap box time, LOL). It is January 10, 2013,
it is 80 plus degrees outside and I spent the previous night communicating with outof-state LBC owners on-line, who have winterized their LBC’s already and won’t get to
drive them for months. There is a lot to do within and outside of the MG Car Club
Florida where you can get out and drive. Thanks to Saul, we have been trying to
update the new club calendar with all kinds of car related activities or just activities
that would be fun to drive to in a LBC. There are car shows just about every weekend
somewhere in the local area (Cocoa Village, Cocoa Beach, Eau Gallie and Melbourne).
Most of these shows are only two to four hours long and you meet some really
interesting folks; really not really shows but get together of fellow car enthusiasts.
Well since Dave and I have been attending several shows regularly you may have to
put up with us. The amount of interest in LBC at these local events is surprising.
Everyone seems to have owned a LBC or knew someone who owned one growing up
and love to converse about their experiences. There are some extremely talented
gearheads at these gatherings and they will share their knowledge and experience
which is great. While their cars may be Detroit, Japanese or German, what they do to
those cars is just plain creative. There are historical and vintage SCCA type car
races at Sebring and Daytona and going to see the LBCs still out there racing is a
blast (or blast from the past if you like). We are lucky that there some large craft fairs
and festivals close by (Rainy and I drove the TR3 over to Cracker Christmas at Fort
Christmas last month and what a great drive, not to mention we were able to pick up
some really nice Christmas presents). If you find an activity you think would make a
good event where someone would like to drive to, please let Dave know so he can get
it on the calendar. If you would like to put a shout out and see if anyone else would

like to drive over together, again let Dave know. Remember LBC’s are for fun, so
DRIVE, DRIVE, DRIVE as of often as possible. Going somewhere interesting? - invite
a few us to join you and share the driving experience.
(see www.mgcarclubflorida.org .. “Calendar/Events” )

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS - 2013
NOTICE: The club attempts to hold its monthly event (tour, breakfast, lunch,
dinner, meeting, etc., on the third Saturday of each month throughout the year
including “Brit Bash” in October.
January 14th – Board of Directors’ meeting
January 19th – A visit to Frank Kingston’s NEW garage with a driving tour
preceding it. Details are set out earlier in this issue.
February 16th – Deseret Ranch, see above for details.
March 16th – TBA – All will be notified by e mail and non-e mail users will receive
info by mail. (It’s St. Patrick’s Day weekend.)
October 19th – “Brit Bash”
For questions on any of the above, call Norm (772) 567-2231.

OTHER EVENTS – 2013
January 19th – The Pine
www.thepineschool.org
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January 24th – 27th – Rolex 24, Daytona Beach, FL
Saturday, Feb. 9th – Corvettes at McKee Botanical Gardens, Vero Beach, the 4th
Annual Invitational Car Show – Corvette’s 60th anniversary of this Chevy classic –
Some of our members are on the show committee.
Sunday, February 10th – Gold
www.goldcoastbritcar.com
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February 23rd – AACA Southeastern Winter National Meet, Lakeland, FL
March 7th-9th – Amelia Island, FL Concours de Elegance
March 16th – 12 Hours of Sebring
March 17th – St. Patrick’s Day
March 30th – Wheels Across the Pond 7th Annual British Classic Car & Bike Show,
Jupiter, celebrating 100 years of Aston Martin, www.wheelsacrossthepond.com
April 6th – All British Car Show, Winter Park, FL
April 19th—24th – Gathering of the Faithful South XLVII, Hilton Hotel, Ocala, FL
www.mgclassics.org
April 21st-27th – NAMGAR Regional GT – Key West, FL – All invited
May 29th-June 2nd – British Car Week National Meet, Hot Springs Village, Arkansas
www.britishcarweeknationalmeet.org
June 10th -15th – NAMGAR NATIONAL GT 38, 2013 – Ashville, NC www.gt38namgar.org
October 10th – 12th – AACA National Meet, Hershey, PA
October 10-13 – Southeastern Fall Gathering of the Faithful, Callaway Gardens,
Pine Mountain, GA www.semgtr.org
October 26 – Tampa Bay Austin-Healy Club, Safety Harbor, FL, All British Show
FEEDBACK:
The Officers and Board members would like to hear from members concerning

their views on current functions and events (likes, dislikes, etc.) and any ideas for
the future. This is your club and we want everyone to participate and enjoy. So,
please contact anyone on the list on the last page to have your voice heard.
Thanks!
CLASSIFIED ADS:
For Sale -1953 MG TD, right hand drive.Yellow with Black interior.
Not a show car, but an above average driver. Asking $17500.00 OBO
Contact Robert at 321-749-0684 or Dave at 321-213-7051

Len Coppold is offering his 1970 MGB tourer. He has too many cars SO NO
TRADES CONSIDERED – CASH ONLY. Asking $13,500 OBO - Call 321-752-0737.

Ads are free of charge to members, run for three months unless renewed and/or
canceled by the advertiser. Send your ad to Norm at the link below or P. O. Box
651068, Vero Beach, FL 32965 by the 25th of each month for publication in the
following month’s newsletter. In your e-mail, please reference MGCC-F ad so it’s not
considered spam.

Safety Fast!

Club Officials
David Alexander 321-213-7051 (President)
Linda Knoblock-Raupp 321-544-4569 (Vice-President)
Brian Mitchell 321-254-9605 (Secretary)
Helen Kingston 321-773-1455 (Treasurer)
Saul Klein 321-269-0236 (Director & Webmaster)
Richard Jensen 321-544-1467 (Director)
Bob Webb 321-480-1015 (Director)
Ed Price (Past President)
Norm Ridgely 772-532-4265 (Newsletter Editor)

Jerry Keuper Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam)
MG Car Club – Florida www.mgcarclubflorida.org
P.O. Box 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941
321-213-7051

AN INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO

British Marque CAR CLUB NEWS
British Marque Car Club News is a 40-page monthly tabloid newspaper featuring the news of
dozens of British car clubs coast to coast. Did you know that our club is one of over 100 official
British Marque Participating Clubs? It’s true — and members of Participating Clubs are entitled
to all sorts of benefits.
For one, you can subscribe to either the Print Edition or On-line Edition of the Marque at a 37%
discount over non-member (regular) rates. Both Editions have the same 40 pages of event
listings, columns, classifieds and special features. Either way, you will receive 11 issues a year.
SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR PARTICIPATING CLUB MEMBERS
Members residing in the USA: Only $16.00/year Print Edition
Members residing in Canada: Only $20.00/year Print Edition
Members residing overseas: Only $26.00/year Print Edition
On-line Edition, regardless of residence: Only $12.00/year
(On-line Edition FREE to Print Edition subscribers upon request)
Regular (non-Participating Club) subscription rates $26.00 for U.S. residents, $38.00 for Canadian residents,
and $50.00 for overseas residents. Regular On-line Edition rate $19.00. All rates quoted in U.S. dollars.

PLACE FREE CLASSIFIED ADS, TOO!
Each subscriber from a Participating Club is also entitled to one free classified ad (up to 20
words) per issue, whether you’re selling or looking for something British car-related.
Additional 15¢ charged per word over the 20-word limit. Photos may be included for $7.50 each. Free classified ad
benefit available only to individuals, not businesses.

So don’t delay — subscribe today!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------c/o Enthusiast Publications, LLC
5 Old Nasonville Road
Harrisville, RI 02830 USA

PARTICIPATING CLUB PRINT SUBSCRIPTION FORM
To pay by credit card or to order the On-line Edition, please go to our website, www.britishmarque.com

Club Name __________________________________________________________________
Member Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State/Prov. ________ Zip/Post Code ____________
E-mail or phone ________________________________ Amount Enclosed_______________
Attach cheque or money order payable in U.S. funds to Enthusiast Publications, LLC, and send to address above.
Form and cheque must be received by the 20th of the month to receive the next month’s issue.

