
 

 

 

 #92                FEBRUARY  2009  NEWSLETTER  

 

REMINDER - DUES ARE DUE 

If you’ve not already paid them, your 2009 dues are  now due in the amount of $15.00.  Please 
send your check to the club’s post office box now w hile you are thinking of it.  The address is 
under the listing of your officers and directors.  Disregard this notice if you joined in 
November or later.  Thank you.  

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS:  by Dave Alexander  

A thank you to all of our members and guests who pa rticipated in the January 17 run to Jensen 
Beach. My complements to  Dena’s Cafe’ for serving our large group in an orderly manner and 
having great food. We will definitely be adding Den a’s Café to the list of places for our club to 
revisit. 
I know this month’s tour of the Deseret Ranch will be another great event.  Gail is already planning 
what to put in our picnic basket this trip. So put on a little “western motif” and join us for a fun day  
at the ranch. 
 
FEBRUARY TOUR & PICNIC LUNCH – Second Saturday, 2/1 4/09  
 
We have planned another great tour for this month.  
This will be a combination TOUR – PICNIC to the 
Deseret Ranch, east of St. Cloud.  We will meet in the 
vicinity of the parking lot of the IHOP restaurant on the 
south side of SR 192 (New Haven Ave. - Melbourne) 
just east of I-95 at 9:30 AM.  Look for the LBCs.  We 
will depart promptly at 10:00 AM.  It is about 19 m iles 
to the ranch and we need to be there no later than 
11:00 AM.  This is a working ranch, not a tourist 
destination.  Normally, tours are only Monday throu gh 
Friday, but they made an exception for us.  They ne ed 
to know in advance the number attending so they can  
have the proper number of vans.  Therefore, please e 
mail ( hjk@cfl.rr.com ) or call Helen Kingston (321-773-
1455) by Tuesday, February 10 th, to inform her.     So 
do plan to come.  Make a nice picnic lunch and let’ s 
head west.  Following is a quote from Senior Life 
newspaper:   
“Upon arrival, tour guides greeted us in the visitor ’s 
center and we saw the rich cowboy history illustrat ed 
through maps, aerial shots and pictures of the 
residents and ranch hands. The guides gave us an in -
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depth overview of the history and operation of the ranch before escorting us to our air-conditioned 
tour bus.  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints owns the ranch as part of its 
agricultural investments. The resources are 
available to the church’s welfare program to feed 
people in times of need. The word deseret means 
honeybee and signifies industriousness and hard 
work. The one hour tour introduced the ranch’s 
cattle operation, extensive pastures and vast 
citrus groves. The ranch functions primarily as a 
cow/calf operation with over 44,000 cows 
including replacement heifers and purebred 
cows. There are 14 units, each with an average of 
3,100 cows. The units have a set of corrals, 
loading chutes, feed and horse barns, a pickup 

and horse trailer, tractors and feed trailers. The 1,500 plus-acre citrus grove produces mostly juice 
oranges with other varieties such as navels, tanger ines and tangelos. Because of the wise use of 
natural resources, the ranch is a home to a diversi ty of wildlife habitats and provides for ideal 
wildlife viewing and excellent fishing.”   
Following the tour, we will have a picnic lunch on the screened porch of their visitor’s center. There  
are no food provisions or concessions at the ranch.   At our last picnic (October?), we had a “picnic 
basket contest” and everyone tried to outdo the othe rs in their fancy picnic baskets, tableware, 
beverages, & lunches.  We can’t let Dave & Gail win  again, so get into the spirit of competition – it 
will be interesting to see what each one brings alo ng.   
PLEASE NOTE:  The Ranch must have a head-count in a dvance so the proper number of vans will 
be available for our tour.  Let Helen Kingston know  by Tuesday, February 10 th, if you plan to come – 
by e-mail (hjk@cfl.rr.com ) or call (321-773-1455).  If you’re doubtful, call  her anyway and if you must 
cancel, call her back.  Her cell is 321-544-5100 fo r Saturday last-minute cancellations.   
 
January Tour to Jensen Great Success!!  
 
Saturday, January 17 dawned bright & cool.  The nor th group met at the Pizza Hut on A1A in 
Indialantic at 9:30 AM.  They soon headed south on A1A where they met up with more members at 
Round Island Park in Vero Beach.  The group then 
proceeded to Ft. Pierce to pick up more members.  T he 
group then drove south on A1A to Jensen Beach and 
pulled in at Dena’s Café on Indian River Drive.  Th ere 
were 17 cars on the tour with at least 32 at lunch.   New 
members Roger & Jeanne Jusseaume, with their dog, 
drove their ’75 MGB from their home in Jensen Beach  
to Indialantic so they could do the whole tour sout h.  

Others in attendance were Linda Knoblock, Saul 
Klein and friends from Jaguar Club- Vic Hall & 
Susan, Richard & Pat Jablonski, Ben Stone & 
Danica Perhacs, Norman Smith, Pat Ridgely, Paul 
Milette & sister Betsy, Ed & Pam Price, Helen & 
Frank Kingston, Bill Kane & John Thomas, 
Richard & Joann Jensen, Betty & Ken Gregory, 
Art Floyd, Len Coppold, Al Allen, Dave Alexander 
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and Gail Gilbert.  If I missed anyone, I’m sorry.  After lunch and a short drive up to the church off 
Skyline Drive led by Paul, some visited the art sho w in Jensen a few blocks south of Dena’s, while 
others went to Elliott Museum, House of Refuge, or Florida Oceanographic.  All in all, everyone said 
they had a great time.  There are lots of photos on  our website, courtesy of Saul Klein. 
 
SECOND INSTALLMENT – A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MG CAR CLUB – FLORIDA AND JERRY 
KEUPER OUR CHAIRMAN EMERITUS by Tom Bowman  
 
Getting back to the start of our club, which pre-da tes the start of Jerry's North American MMM 
Register by several years, I think it really starte d with Jerry's house by the beach, and all those 
international visitors who were prominent in the ho bby, and Jerry's remarkable ability to put 
together lists of "people in the area who have MGs"  and contact them, invite them to his house, get 
them involved with meeting his visitors, and mainta in the contacts. Maybe some of our other 
"founding members" would be better able to fill in some of the details of this than I, although many 
of those who were involved in our early meetings an d other activities were people we saw a few 
times and then lost contact with.  There were a num ber of occasions at his house when he invited a 
lot of MG people over to meet interesting visitors who were there because they shared Jerry's 
enthusiasm for the cars, or had shown up in their M Gs from afar, and in many cases were well 
known people in the MG world. 
 
The house itself was rather well known in Melbourne  Beach and Indialantic when it was being built, 
as word got out that he had insisted that it had 
to have a basement, when it was common 
knowledge that the water table in this part of 
Florida is too high for houses to have 
basements and they would always have 
standing water.  Jerry's response was to point 
out that his house would be located next to the 
beach and several feet higher than the top of 
the sand, so therefore it would not be possible 
for the water table to come up to the level of 
his basement floor.  He was right, of course, 
and certainly in all the many times I helped 
Jerry in the basement or otherwise visited the 
basement (and it was hard to stop by his 
house without at least popping downstairs to 
see what he was working on) I never saw any 
sign of water ever having been there.  Visitors 
over the years, if they were car people, or often e ven if they were not, always got a tour of the 
basement.  One side was his workshop, and the other  contained display of a huge number of MG 
posters and other MG items plus an immense photo ga llery displaying some 400 8" by 10" photos 
of family and friends and (especially in the later years) photos taken of his and Natalie's travels an d 
many friends all over the world.  He also had on di splay many artifacts from his World War II days 
in the O.S.S. (predecessor of the CIA) pertaining t o the Burma-China Theater.  One of them was his 

sidearm. 
 
Jerry quickly located and bought the 2-seater J2 th at was 
his first pre-war MG, and restored it with a duo-gr een paint 
job using the color codes I had used for my YA.  (T hey 
were colors used on various MGs in the 1930s, and w hen 
the first Y-types were built after the war a few of  them 
were painted in 30s colors, presumably using up som e 
paint stocks that had been stored since car product ion 
stopped in 1939, as a way of coping with postwar 
shortages.) He took that car on its trailer to its first GoF 



Mk XV, near Tampa in 1981, while it was still just a body shell in primer.  Next came the PA (the red 
car) and then considerably later the black L1 polic e car.  Along the way, he started building the litt le 
garages that he put in his front yard, out of sight  from the street because of all the big trees in fr ont 
of his house.  There were eventually four of them, I think, plus a more rudimentary one on the 
ocean side of the house for the 2-seater NA that he  bought shortly before his declining health 
prevented him from restoring it.  A tree fell on on e of the garages during a hurricane, demolishing 
the building but miraculously sparing the MG in it that he was starting to build up from the bare 
frame.  The hurricane also cleared out a lot of the  vegetation that kept it all from being visible fro m 
the street.  (Needless to say, he never attempted t o get any building permits.)  Every garage had a 
dehumidifier with a hose running outside so he woul dn't have to tend to it, and I think most of them 
even had small through-the-wall AC units too.  Afte r the house was sold, following his death and 
Natalie's death a few months later, all those small  buildings were quickly removed by the new 
owners. 
 
Getting back to the formation of our club, I don't think it's possible to pin down any place or point 
in time and say "this is where it all started" or " this was our first official meeting" or anything of  
that nature, and I hope that maybe others can add s omething to this but I have a feeling that it 
never really happened quite that way; I think thing s just sort of evolved over a period of time before  
we had a name or official club officers or any writ ten records.  I would be glad to be proven wrong 
about this if anyone can come up with anything. 
 
The first written record mentioning our club that I  have is a sheet that Jerry handed out in a 
meeting (several meetings I think) in the early day s of our club's existence.  The sheet was a copy 
of a page in a book entitled "The MG Car Club: The First Seventy Years", and the page in question 

was headed "M.G. Car Club Florida" and indicated th at 
Jerry Keuper had written it.  Here's the first para graph: 
 "The M.G. Car Club Florida was the first MG car cl ub 
to be formed in Florida and is still active today.  It was 
organized in Jacksonville Florida in 1956.  It was 
known then as the Florida MG Touring Club Ltd. but at 
the same time was designated as the Florida Center of 
the M.G. Car Club. . . . Jerry Keuper succeeded Bil l 
McQuaid as chairman of the Florida Centre and moved  
the venue and records to Melbourne Florida.  The 
other officers were Tom Bowman, Vice Chairman, 
Simon Johnson, Secretary (on leave from the Belfast  
Northern Ireland Centre) and Niel Nelson, treasurer ."  
(A copy of that page is attached.) 

 
I expect it will come as a surprise to many to hear  that our club began in Jacksonville in 1956!  I 
think this is basically Jerry's attempt to create s ome history for the club that may or may not be a 
true depiction of our actual beginnings, and I'll t ake refuge in the claim that "I'm just the 
messenger!"  What this also doesn't say is that the  move of the club from Jacksonville to 
Melbourne was the result of some months of work by Jerry to track down the remnants of a club 
that apparently had been inactive (in spite of Jerr y's statement for the book) for some number of 
years, and to negotiate the transfer of the name, c harter, records, and even an old bank account 
from Jax to Jerry's house in Melbourne Beach.  Fort unately for us, Bill McQuaid (who is well known 
by T-Type MG enthusiasts throughout the state) knew  Jerry and was helpful with the transfer, and 
Jerry drove up to Jax to pick up all the records an d bring them south.  Jerry told me that it all went  
very smoothly and Bill was quite helpful; I had dec lined his offer to accompany him there, since I 
was still working for a living.  The name we chose for the club, and still use, seemed to be ideal as 
it is closely related to the old "Florida Centre, M .G. Car Club" name without causing a conflict with 
the English club that I assume still owns the legal  rights to that name. 
 
The question remains, though, as to how old our clu b actually is!  Jerry especially liked the idea 



that our roots actually go back to 1956, which migh t make us the oldest MG club in the U.S., and 
even if not, would mean that we are older than the MG'T' Register, founded in 1964.  That 
aspect particularly appealed to the competitive sid e of Jerry's nature!  Jerry's argument was that as 
a result of his negotiations with the folks who had  been in charge of the Florida Centre of the MG 
Car Club at the time when the 
Florida Centre ceased to exist, and   
the close similarity of the names 
"MG Car Club—Florida" and "Florida 
Centre, MG Car Club", our club is in 
fact a continuation of the club that 
existed in the 50s and therefore is 53 
years old.  It seems a bit of a stretch 
to me, but maybe there are some 
lawyers or historians in the club who 
might have a take on this; I'm just an 
old retired engineer!  It seems clear 
(to me, at least) that the club 
description Jerry wrote for the book 
totally glosses over the discontinuity 
between the original club in the 50s 
and Jerry's trip to Jacksonville many 
years later to retrieve the club 
records of a fairly long defunct club 
so that we could assume their identity.  On the oth er hand, Jerry definitely did not see things this 
way!  To him, our club was founded in 1956, we had the records to prove it, and he had put in a 
major effort to track them down and capture them!  (I wonder where those records are by now, and 
if they still exist?) 
 
 
Below is a page from an older book “MG Car Club Cent re The first Seventy Years” : 



 



____________________________TO BE CONTINUED___________________________ 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS  

FOUND after the Brit Bash – a garage door opener an d a red folding chair.  If you lost them, contact 
Danica at 772-770-0083. 

CLUB BADGES, Ts, & POLO SHIRTS – Anyone interested in any of these items can purchase by 
contacting Al Allen at 321-259-6957 or patalallen@msn.com     

For those members who wish to obtain a list of the current membership roster, please e-mail Helen 
Kingston ( hjk@cfl.rr.com ) and she will send it to you.  We encourage our me mbers to get together 
outside of our club events; that way they can conta ct one another for a casual drive or tour some 
place that interests them.  Or plan to go together to another club’s function, such as the upcoming 
GOF in Crystal River. 

MGCC-F UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, February 14, 2009 – Deseret Ranch Tour  

See Page one for all details. 

Saturday, March 14, 2009 – The Jerry Keuper Tour – Lunch at Pig and Whistle in Sebastian  – Our 
esteemed Tour Master, Ed Price, is planning a tour of central and south Brevard County, with a 
luncheon at Pig & Whistle in Sebastian.  Included i n the tour will be a visit to the FIT/Florida Tech 
campus to view the botanical gardens that Jerry was  very instrumental in establishing on the 
campus.  (Jerry was a past president of the Interna tional Palm Society.)  There are some historical 
buildings on this site also.  FIT has arranged rese rved parking for us and a personal tour guide for 
the Gardens.  March will mark seven years since his  passing.  A tentative meet location is Frank 
Kingston’s office, Melbourne Ave., at 9:30 am. Conf irmation will be in the next newsletter.   

OTHER EVENTS: 

1st Sunday of each month: British Car Breakfast Club 9 :00 a.m. at the Golden Corral in Altamonte  
Springs.  It is just south of SR 434’s intersection  with SR 436 on the east side between Costco and 
Robb & Stucky.   

Sunday, February 15 th, 2009 – Gold Cost British Car Show, Boca Raton, FL  

Saturday, February 28 th, 2009 – Antique Automobile Club of America Southea stern Winter National 
Meet in Lakeland, Florida – This is the AACA show t hat was in Melbourne last year.   

Saturday, March 7, 2009 – Zephyrhills Celtic Festiv al and British & European Classic Car Show 
2009.  See flyer at http://www.fsmgcc.com    

Friday – Sunday, March 27-29 – GOF South #42 – Crys tal River, FL – www.classicmgclub.com . 

Saturday, April 18 th, 2009 – First Annual British Motor Classic at Davi s Island, Tampa, sponsored by 
Nature Coast English Car Club & Sun Coast Classic M G Club in conjunction with Davis Island’s 
“Island Fest”.  See flyer at http://britishcarclub.net/BMCReg.pdf   

April 21-26, 2009 – NAMGAR in Key West – the Last S unset.  You don’t have to have an MGA to 
participate.  Motel is The Blue Marlin (800) 523-16 98.  Reserve room now and register when the flyer 
comes out. 



May 1-3, 2009 – Rendezvous 2009 – All British Car Ev ent in Tallahassee, FL – Hotel rooms from 
$89.99 – (1-888-299-2208) www.bigbendmgclub.com   

June 24-28, 2009 - MG 2009 – MGs in Breckenridge – The annual national meet sponsored by the 
North American MGB Register, of which we are a chap ter, will gather in Colorado:  only 98 miles 
west of Denver in the Rocky Mountains, average dayt ime temperature is 70 and nights in the 50s, 
humidity about 30%.  Elevation is 9,000 to 12,000 f eet.  Let’s get a group together and caravan out 
there.  It’s only about 2,000 miles (one way) so th at’s about 4 days each way. 

For questions on any of the above, call Norm Ridgel y (772) 567-2231. 

MEMBER PROFILES:  

Members are invited to submit interesting articles about their MG or MGs and themselves.   

FEEDBACK:  

The Officers and Board members would like to hear f rom members concerning their views on 
current functions and events (likes, dislikes, etc. ) and any ideas for the future.  This is your  club 
and we want everyone to participate and enjoy.  So,  please contact anyone on the list on the last 
page to have your voice heard.  Thanks! 

CLASSIFIED ADS:  

For Sale :  1958 MGA Roadster, wire wheels, old English whit e and black interior, an authentic 1500 
with correct engine, transmission, tonneau cover, c ar cover and shop manual.  Older amateur 
restoration showing no rust.  Currently needs brake  job.  Drive as is for fun or restore for show.  
$9,500.  Wanted :  1965-66 Ford Mustang, 6 cylinder, automatic.  An y body style.  No project cars.  
Call Tom Jevcak, (813) 837-3111 or e-mail: GT2002Ve nues 

(5) Tires on rims with trim rings.  Firestone FR380 , P175/70R14.  (2) excellent, (2) decent, (1) spare .  
$200 OBO.  Please call Ben Stone @ (772) 770-0083. 

1974 ½ MGB/GT [last year produced] - dark green wit h tan interior. Restored.  ALL NEW:  engine & 
clutch, front end & springs, brakes, Monza exhaust s ystem; plus windows and windshield, 
upholstery, custom wheels (MG), new mirrors, beauti ful wood steering wheel, floor mats and seat 
covers, nose bra (MG) and more. Asking $7,995.00—ca ll Bill Aitken at 321.690.1883. 

1974 ½ MGB for Sale $3750.00- no OBO - Jupiter, FL - Have owned the car for 25 years and have 
made it as reliable as I can. Re-built engine 5 yea rs ago, 2.2 4-cylinder engine, lightly driven, Type  D 
overdrive transmission, Weber DGV carburetor, marin e fuel pump, SPAX gas shock absorbers, new 
seat foam and upholstery, Falcon stainless steel ex haust, electronic ignition, competition sway 
bars, chrome wire wheels, new tires, MOMO wooden st eering wheel. Like 1971 style MBG 
instrument panel, rectangular oil gauge, but with r ubber bumpers. New convertible top by Robbins. 
Have all original carb parts and spare in the boot with knock-off wrench and hammer. Gets good 
mileage- 24 mpg. General condition of the body has rust and will need body work and a new paint 
job. 1-888-444-9454 (toll free) or www.acornseminars.com  
 
  



 
  
 1993 Mini Cooper – restored and runs well.  Asking $11,800 – open to offers.  1971 MGBGT parts 
car for sale $300 includes engine and transmission (out of the car).   Also, MGBGT rear hatch $200.  
Contact John Conarroe 321-459-3691.   

Ads are free of charge to members, run for three mo nths unless renewed and/or canceled by the 
advertiser.  Send your ad to Pat Ridgely at the lin k below or P. O. Box 651068, Vero Beach, FL 32965 
by the 25 th of each month for publication in the following mon th’s newsletter.   In your e-mail, please 
reference MGCC-F ad so it’s not considered spam.  

We need as many articles written by members as we c an get.  Submit yours to Pat Ridgely at 
pridgely83@yahoo.com  or P. O. Box 651068, Vero Beach, FL 32965.  Thanks  for your help.   

 

  



Safety Fast !  
Club Officials:  
David Alexander 321-213-7051 (President)  
Frank Kingston (Vice-President)  
Pat Ridgely 772-567-2231 (Secretary & Newsletter Ed itor)  
Helen Kingston 321-773-1455 (Treasurer)  
Saul Klein 321-269-0236 (Webmaster & Director at La rge) 
Al Allen (Director)  
Ken Gregory (Director)  
Christian Havneraas (Director)  
Danica Perhacs (Director, Show Chairperson 772-770- 0083) 
Norm Ridgely (Director at Large)  
Ed Price – Past president  
Jerry Keuper Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam)  
MG Car Club – Florida   www.mgcarclubflorida.org  

P.O. Box 410471  
Melbourne, FL 32941  
321-213-7051 
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