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Safety Fast!
CLUB OFFICIALS
President:
Linda Knoblock-Raupp
(321) 757-0180
Vice President:
Brian Mitchell
(321) 254-9605

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dearest Club Members:
It is May already the months are just flying by! Hoping life is good for all. I had a
marvelous April, having family come into town and got to enjoy a little vacation life.
The days are warming up and I know some will spend the summer in the north. I
plan on going up to Michigan come August.

Treasurer:
Helen Kingston
(321) 773-1455
Secretary:
Marilyn Lewis
(321) 259-7681

The 'caravan' group

Linda and her brother who
was visiting from Las Vegas

Len with Norm and Pat

Chuck Rowe and Elaine
were visited by the 'original'
previous owners of their car

Our newest club member
Greg and his son Matt
attending their first club
event

Saul and Dale

Director:
Richard Jensen
(321) 544-1467
Director:
Len Coppold
(321) 752-0737
Director:
John Perez
(321) 243-2661
Immediate Past President
David Alexander
(321) 213-7051
Chairman Emeritus
Jerry Keuper
(In Memoriam)

For Club Info--Please visit:
MG Car Club--Florida

Our Winners! Pat, Chuck, Richard and Dale
On April 1st the 33rd All British Car Show was held at Mead Gardens in Winter Park.
Many of our club members attended, some meeting up and caravanning over together while
others traveled separately. Saul's pictures of the event are posted on the club website.

May Birthdays:
5 Helen Kingston
7 Mike Euziere
8 Michael Dezego
11 Betty Gregory
16 Christine Ross
20 Chuck Billings

I am truly sorry I will not be able to make our May 13th event with you all. A
wonderful drive and gathering has been planned and I will have thoughts of all of
you. Hoping those in town attend and have a great afternoon together. We have a
nice event for June so mark your calendar!
Thank you to those that have attended other car shows this past month and for just
driving your car!

May Anniversaries:

So I will see you all June 17th at the American Muscle Car Museum! We will keep
you posted just get those calendar’s marked its club time!

5 Norm & Pat Ridgely
8 Glen & Gail Lenhard
15 Greg & Nancy Walsh
28 Ken & Deanne Deleeuw

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS:


Upcoming Club Events:
May 13, 2017
British Champagne Picnic
June 17, 2017
All British Fun Event



July 15, 2017
MGCC--FL Dinner at
Squid Lips Melbourne
August 19, 2017
MGCC--FL Breakfast at
Long Point Cafe Sebastian
Contact Information:
Linda Knoblock-Raupp
P. O. Box 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941
(321) 757-0180




May 13th MGCC--FL British Champagne Picnic to be held at River
Breeze Park in Oak Hill, FL. We have the pavilion reserved from 12:00 to
4:00. It is a 'Bring Your Own Picnic" event for a day of friendship and
fellowship. Trip plan is to meet at the Rockledge McDonald's, 1876 US
Highway 1 Rockledge, at 9:30 leaving no later than 10:00. The Orlando
and Volusia British clubs have been invited to join us.
June 17th MGCC--FL All British Fun Event to be held in the parking lot of
Mark Pieloch's 'American Muscle Car Museum' from 10:00 to 2:00 located at
3500 Sarno Rd in Melbourne, FL. Currently, this event is in the planning
stages. Brian Mitchell is lead on putting together a fun driving challenge.
There is an open invitation to British car owners (Volusia and Orlando
British clubs, mini-Coopers club, etc.). Look for an email request for an
opportunity to volunteer soon!
July 15th MGCC--FL Dinner at Squid Lips Restaurant located at 1477
Pineapple Ave, Melbourne, FL. Meeting at 5:00 PM. Will need RSVPs.
August 19th MGCC--FL Breakfast at Long Point Cafe located at 100
Long Point Road, Melbourne Beach, FL Trip plan is to meet at Indialantic
Starbucks at 8:00 leaving no later than 8:30.

Other Events:




May 6th Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) Road Rally. Rally to run on
Saturday, 5-6-17. Start is in Sanford, at the Cracker Barrel, intersection of I-4 and
46, east side of freeway. Registration to open at 11, driver meeting at noon, first car
out at 12:31 PM. End at Daytona racetrack, we will be allowed to bring cars on
site, no cost. Cost $30, this is an SCCA event, membership required, weekend
membership can be purchased. Registration is available on the SCCA web site.
Limited to 25 cars. Trophies for first three winners, hope to have dash plaques for
all. Questions, contact Nathan Harris 818-274-7501.
May 13th The Comedy and Magic of John Ferrentino. John Ferrentino has
invited the club to his show at Groucho's Comedy Club, Melbourne Greyhound
Club 52, starting at 8:30. Present flyer (see below) at the door and receive $5 off
$15 admission! If you don't have flyer mention MG or Triumph Car Club.

Have a beautiful day with Safety Fast!
Your President
Linda Knoblock-Raupp
(321) 757-0180
oldcarsnewcars@bellsouth.net

Interesting Articles and Information
(this month's contributor is Len Coppold)

The Flat Cap
By Dan Shockey
With the longer and more intense winter we have
had this year, I have worn a cap nearly every day.
Due to my waving hair (waved “goodbye”), a
cold head makes my nose run. I am like my father
in that. But he claims he is just backwards, “My
nose runs and my feet smell.”
When folks at work teased me about
wearing these caps, I became curious
about the origin and history of this
type headgear. They are popular for
use in open sports cars, of course.
The flat cap is a simple joining of
cloth with short sides and a short stiff
brim in front. They are made of wool,
tweed, cotton and even leather, and are usually lined for comfort.
Wikipedia claims the style dates to the 14 th century in England and Italy. In 1571, an Act of Parliament required that
males over 6 year of age must wear wool head cover on Sundays and holidays. This was intended to simulate wool
consumption and trade. Nobility and “persons of degree” were exempted. The act was enforced with a fine of 3
farthings. The bill was repealed in 1597 but by then the pracce was firmly established.
The caps were and are called by many names, golf caps, driving caps, cab driver or cabbie hats, newsboy or newsie caps,
cheese-cutters (New Zealand), dunchers (Ireland) or ‘bunnets’ (Scotland) derived from its original name of bonnet in
England. The tudor bonnet used in academic dress came from this cap. Greek fisherman’s caps are rather similar but
with a high front and the style varies a bit.
My sister got me one recently from Christys London, completely hand made in Italy. Flat caps were commonly worn
throughout Britain and Ireland in the 19th and 20th centuries. Immigrants brought them to the United States where
they became common by 1890 and remained standard wear for boys until the 1930s, usually with knickers. Finer cloth
versions were accepted for casual use by the upper crust, thus the name of “golf cap.” They are sll worn by some
popular musicians and other celebrities.
Flat caps have a strong identification with certain classes and occupations in the UK and in the US. Taxicab and bus
drivers, Andy Capp, East End dockworkers, and city newsboys, especially in the States, o6en are portrayed wearing the
“cabby hat.” When I was a lad, my father’s brother had a second job in downtown Chicago, and was occasionally
accompanied by me. He got up at 2am to supervise the young newsboys who rolled their papers and filled their
pushcarts–usually wearing these caps. I like that they crumble and store easily and stay on the head well in a strong
breeze and when working in the shop. These caps are usually inexpensive and last well. I have picked them up at thrift
shops.
Be stylish. Try one!
*Thanks to Northern California Centre of MG Owners Club newsletter

What’s Wrong with our Spark Plugs?
Mike O’Connor reported in a past article that fouled spark plugs are often the cause of poor running in
MGs. In his shop, he often ‘saved’ MG engines that could barely run by simply replacing the plugs.
This often happened after the car overheated, flooded or had a rich running condition.
Get the Right Plug
Gas Engine Magazine
March/April 2002
I find there needs to be a lot of enlightenment about spark plugs. I have been supplying spark plugs
to restorers and collectors in all phases of the hobby for 20 years and have an extensive library and
computer files dedicated to this purpose.
I am also the reference for Champion Spark Plug Co., Autolite and AC Flint customer service referrals
for obsolete spark plugs, and I talk to their service personnel on a regular basis. First, let's define the
problem with the new spark plugs.
When automobiles became computer controlled, the spark plug did not have to have the bottom of
the insulator glazed. New cars have fuel injection, and the computer will not put enough gasoline into
the cylinder to flood it. If something happens to this computer control and too much fuel is injected
into the cylinder, and the engine floods, this vehicle will not run right unless you have replaced the old
plugs. What has happened is the gasoline contaminates the spark plugs because they are not glazed
on the bottom. Now, these old engines do not have a computer control, and if your carburetor is
running rich or you flood the engine, the same thing happens. The bottom of the insulator where it
fires the engine becomes contaminated and becomes junk. (This is similar to why ceramic mugs must
be glazed to hold your coffee. – Ed.)
The solution to this problem is to find spark plugs that were manufactured prior to the me that they
quit glazing the bottom of the insulator. (Prior to 1980.) In any case, do not sandblast or glass bead
them. This removes the glaze and you have a short plug life just as though you had purchased one of
the newly manufactured spark plugs. To get any length of spark plug life in the old engines they must
have an insulator that was glazed on the bottom.
Donald McKinsey, Wilkinson, IN
Finding new old stock spark plugs to fit our engines may be a problem, of course. In the old days
(1930s), English motorists always carried a spare set of plugs because of fouling due to the very poor
fuel available. Thus you can readily buy a special bakelite holder with the “MG” logo. I think we have
returned to needing to carry a fresh spare set of plugs. They are inexpensive. – Ed.
**Thanks to Northern California Centre of MG Car Club newsletter

For Sale:
1976 MG Midget. 46500 miles. Excellent running condition. Located in West Palm Beach. Asking
$5500. George Kranz (561) 687-8441

*************************************************************************************
1980 Green MG for sale in Bartow, Florida. Looks great. Runs well. Ready for action. $6,000.00.
Call Herman at (913) 375-8802 or email at germanlph@gmail.com

***************************************************************************************
1960 MGA 1600 red with tan int. rebuilt engine approx 1000 miles ago, chrome wire wheels with like new
tires, sliding side curtains, tan top, engine detailed, badge bar, volt meter, paint appears excellent from 5
feet away ( some spidering). Would like a fair value for the car. Call Pete Rogers (352) 343-1855 or cell
(352) 406-1948 or email:pfrslot@gmail.com This car has won at MG shows also have extra parts to go
with car if want.

*************************************************************************************
‘76 red MGB is for sale, $6,000.00, trying to lighten my load and the 1980 will hopefully get a fresh
new paint job in 2017. Call Linda, (321) 757-0180 oldcarsnewcars@bellsouth.net

***************************************************************************************
1952 MG TD for sale
CONTACT Doug Grimm capt.grimsley@yahoo.com (540) 335-6984

1952 MGTD Serial # 22224
Survivor British Classic. Driven weekly. All the hard
mechanical work is done. Rebuilt engine, carbs,
transmission. New MGA rear end allowing this MG
to travel at US road speeds. New brakes and all the
hydraulics rebuilt. Also have a new red interior that
has not been installed. Side curtains and top go with
the car. Tool kit is about 80% complete. Tires have
less than 1000 miles on them. This car was purchased
new in England in 1952 and driven there for 3 years
by a US military doctor before being shipped to the
USA in 1955. I purchased it from the doctor’s estate
after he passed. The paint is original. There is one
small rust spot behind the passenger’s door. Many
miles of fun remain on this MG repainted or not. This
car is located in West Palm Beach, Fl.

AN INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO British Marque CAR CLUB NEWS
British Marque Car Club News is a 40-page monthly tabloid newspaper featuring the news of
dozens of British car clubs coast to coast. Did you know that our club is one of over 100 official
British Marque Participating Clubs? It’s true — and members of Participating Clubs are entitled
to all sorts of benefits.
For one, you can subscribe to either the Print Edition or On-line Edition of the Marque at a 37%
discount over non-member (regular) rates. Both Editions have the same 40 pages of event
listings, columns, classifieds and special features. Either way, you will receive 11 issues a year.
SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR PARTICIPATING CLUB MEMBERS
Members residing in the USA: Only $16.00/year Print Edition
Members residing in Canada: Only $20.00/year Print Edition
Members residing overseas: Only $26.00/year Print Edition
On-line Edition, regardless of residence: Only $12.00/year
(On-line Edition FREE to Print Edition subscribers upon request)
Regular (non-Participating Club) subscription rates $26.00 for U.S. residents, $38.00 for Canadian residents,
and $50.00 for overseas residents. Regular On-line Edition rate $19.00. All rates quoted in U.S. dollars.
PLACE FREE CLASSIFIED ADS, TOO!
Each subscriber from a Participating Club is also entitled to place one free classified ad (up to
20 words) per issue, whether you’re selling or looking for something British car-related.
Additional 15¢ charged per word over the 20-word limit. Photos may be included for $7.50 each. Free classified
ad
benefit available only to individuals, not businesses.
So don’t delay — subscribe today!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------c/o Enthusiast Publications, LLC
5 Old Nasonville Road
Harrisville, RI 02830 USA

******************************************************************************************

PARTICIPATING CLUB PRINT SUBSCRIPTION FORM
To pay by credit card or to order the On-line Edition, please go to our website, www.britishmarque.com
Club Name __________________________________________________________________
Member Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State/Prov. ________ Zip/Post Code ____________
E-mail or phone ________________________________ Amount Enclosed_______________
Attach check or money order payable in U.S. funds to Enthusiast Publications, LLC, and send to address above.
Form and check must be received by the 20th of the month to receive the next month’s issue

MGB, MGC, Midget, 1100/1300 and Post Abingdon Car Owners:

The only MEMBER-RUN organization
for MGB, MGC, Midget,1100/1300 and
Post Abingdon Car owners.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $30 ($45 overseas)
• Dash plaque • Membership card • Window decal
• Six bi-monthly issues of The MG Driver,
a 68-page informative magazine.
• Annual national convention – a four-day MG party!

North American MGB Register
PO BOX 876 • Downers Grove, IL 60515-0876
Toll-free phone: 800-NAMGBR-1
www.namgbr.org

NAMGAR Membership Application Form

NAMGAR Mission Statement
The North American MGA Register shall promote the preservation and enjoyment of the MGA sports car and
its variants; encourage fellowship among MGA owners; aid members' efforts to restore and preserve these cars
by publishing and exchanging maintenance and restoration information.

