FLORIDA OCTAGON
#166 January 2017

Safety Fast!
Club Officials
President:
Linda KnoblockRaupp
(321) 757-0180
Vice President:
Brian Mitchell
(321) 254-9605
Treasurer:
Helen Kingston
(321) 773-1455
Secretary:
Marilyn Lewis
(321) 259-7681
Director:
Richard Jensen
(321) 544-1467
Director:
Len Coppold
(321) 752-0737
Director:
John Perez
(321) 243-2661
Immediate Past
President
David Alexander
(321) 213-7051
Chairman Emeritus
Jerry Keuper
(In Memoriam)

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dearest Club Members:
Hoping everyone had a holiday to remember and hoping it was all shared with those you
love. I know most are feeling a sigh of relief for it is a very busy time of year. With
working and family festivities it all seemed to go very fast!
A BIG Thank You to John and Diane Perez for hosting
this year's holiday party. The party was attended by Ken
and Deanna DeLeeuw, Ed and Pat Lankenau, Mike and
Rainy Euziere, Dale and Marilyn Lewis, Mike
Panopolous, Richard and Jo Ann Jensen, Dave and Mary
Beth Alexander, Pat Ridgely, Ken Gregory, Doug and
Linda Rothwell, Pat and Cathy Pesce, Brian and Ginny
Mitchell, Mark and Linda Raupp.

Contact Information:
Linda KnoblockRaupp
P. O. Box 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941
For Club Info--Please
visit:
MG Car Club-Florida

I had a most wonderful time visiting with everyone. Our gift exchange game was lots of
fun. After drawing numbers, gifts were selected in order. Once opened, the next
numbered selector could take a gift already opened or select an unopened one making for
a fun give-and-take exchange. The wooden puzzle I 'took' will be a 2017 project. Mark
got a box of car cookies. The food was great! Although we didn't have a set menu, we
all knew what to bring because we had plenty of everything.
Our '3 amigos' latest adventure took them to the Historic Sebring Races December 2-3,
2016! Saul, Len and John really enjoyed the three 'touring' laps driving briskly on the
track! Videos and photos are posted on MG Car Club--Florida for your enjoyment.
Next up for them is the Fernandina Beach Historic Races March 16-19, 2017.

January Birthdays:
1 Charlie Jost
1 Ali Purdy
22 Mark Raup
31 Melanie Keuper

Get ready for another year of travels, laughs, eats and good friendships! January is going
to be a great driving event, so get the car ready!


January
Anniversaries:

January 14th Lunch at Yalaha Bakery in Clermont / Driving Sugarloaf
Mountain.

Aaron & Cindy
Mitchell

Upcoming Club
Events:
January 14, 2017
Clermont Yalaha
Bakery and Sugarloaf
Mountain Drive

Big thanks to Saul, Len and John for putting this trip together. Yalaha Bakery is
a German Bakery and Deli offering wonderful German Breakfast and Lunch food
made with traditional German recipes. Sugarloaf Mountain is the fifth highest
named point in the state of Florida. At 312 feet above sea level it is also the
highest point on the geographic Florida Peninsula. The mountain is in Lake
County, near the town of Clermont. The trip plan is for first group to meet at
the Rockledge US1 McDonalds by 8:45 then caravan to Mims Rt 46
McDonalds (I-95 Exit 233) by 9:45 to meet up with the second group.
Leaving no later than 10:00, the trip continues to Sanford near Mount Dora
on Rt 46 before taking back roads to the Yalaha Bakery. After eating, drive
Sugarloaf Mountain and back to Mt Dora by mid-afternoon. Always
remember! should your car not be running well, we can find you an empty seat
or just follow along in your everyday driver. We are out to have fun no matter if
you're riding or driving!

February 11, 2017
Annual McKee
Motorcar Exhibit

REMINDER!
2017 Membership fees
are due!
Send Payment to:
MGCCF
P. O. 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941



February 11th Annual McKee Motorcar Exhibit. Norman Ridgely has invited
the club to the February 11th Annual McKee Motorcar Exhibit event. The theme
this year is Rods and Customs. The event is held at the McKee Botanical
Gardens in Vero Beach, FL. Cost is $12 per person. Please see flyer below. The
trip plan is for first group to meet at Rockledge US1 McDonalds at 8:30
leaving by 9:00 to meet up with second group at Silver Palm & US1 Burger
King Melbourne (1514 S. Harbor City Blvd) by 9:30. We will take US1 all
the way south to Vero Beach. It's a nice drive and we will stop for lunch on the
way back ( location as yet to be determined).

In February we are trying to get together a run with the 3rd Annual Winter Tour. We plan
to meet them in Sanford on Tuesday morning February 14th and caravan over to
Lakeside Inn in Mt. Dora. Please see the tentative information provided below. A nice
Valentine's day run! More details will be provided as they become available.
2017 Club Membership fees of $15.00 are due! Thank you to the many members who
have already paid. For those who haven't, this is a reminder. Send payment to: MGCCF
P. O. Box 410471, Melbourne, FL 32941.
Send me 2017 ideas!!!!! Should you have ideas to share, please send them. We
together make our club.
Hoping we can all try to make our event runs. We are trying to go North, South and
west! Should there be a fun and exciting road in your area let us know so we can drive it!
So let's start this year out together with a great January turnout! Look forward to many
laughs to share with you all. You are my once a month treat! Keep yourself special and
make those around you smile! See you January 14th!
Cheers with Safety Fast! Keep “FUN” in your life! Happy New Year!
Your President,
Linda Knoblock-Raupp
(321) 757-0180
oldcarsnewcars@bellsouth.net

SAFETY FAST
Ever wonder where the expression 'Safety Fast' originated? As a relatively new member to the club I was
curious and turned to a Google for an answer. The following article seems to be the consensus which I
borrowed from MG Driver's Club. -Marilyn
Safety Fast!
First appeared in the Octagon Newsletter … January/February 1988
By Henry Stone
Known all over the world as the "Slogan" of M.G. Car Co. Ltd., Abingdon on Themes, but how many people
know how such an apt description of the car came into being. I will enlighten those who have never thought
about it.
In the early days at Abingdon the "Sales and Publicity" were run by three people … Bill Mussel, Ted Colgrove
(Salesmen) and George Tuck (Publicity). Around the early and middle twenties, cars were equipped with rear
brakes only. The main reason being that braking systems were rod operated. It was not until Bowden Cables
were introduced, was it easy to equip cars with front wheel brakes. A difficult operation due to the front wheels
continuous steering angle changes.
As cars performance increased it became necessary to improve their stopping distances. Hence the introduction
of "Four Wheel Brakes". In order to warn fellow motorists, that their cars were so equipped, such cars carried a
red triangle at the rear, mounted around the rear number plate illuminating lamp, so that it was conspicuous at
night. During the late twenties, early thirties, Clayton De Wandre brought out a Vacuum Servo brake. The
Oxford Bus Companies passenger carrying vehicles were so equipped. In addition to the red triangle displayed
at the rear, was the warning "Servo Brakes Keep Your Distance … Safety First". In some cases the wording was
proceeded by "This Bus Is Equipped With Servo Brakes".
One of the salesmen, Bill Mussel, I think, was driving to work one morning, trapped behind such a bus in
Oxford main streets, no by-passes then. Bill went through the usual time wasting tricks of reading all the adverts
and converting registration numbers into possible card game hands, imagining a hole card or turn up. When Bill
arrived at the office later he said to his colleagues, "Some of those Oxford Buses should have "Safety Last"
written on the rear the way some of them are driven, not "Safety First". "Ah nova" said George Tuck, "'Safety
First', 'Safety Last' how about 'Safety Fast' for M.G.? Lets see what 'CK' thinks of this."
Well folks, so now you know how this historic and most applicable slogan of your favorite car came into
existence.

3rd ANNUAL FLORIDA WINTER TOUR - FEBRUARY 11-27, 2017 TENTATIVE
SCHEDULE
This would be good for “non-working” MGCCF members to meet up with NEMGTR MG Car Club
members at the Auto Train in Sanford on Tuesday morning, February 14, 2017 and caravan over to
Lakeside Inn in Mt Dora. -Saul
From: 'Charley Howard' via North Carolina MG Car Club (NCMGCC)
For those interested this is the draft schedule. They will allow others to join them. I know that if I were to
participate I would meet them in Sanford FL at the train arrival.
· MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2017
o Depart on Amtrak Auto train from Lorton, VA to Sanford, FL
o Dinner on board train
· TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2017 (100 miles)
o Arrive Sanford, FL
o Priority access to MGs
o Inspect MGs at train station but move to other location to get organized
o Bathroom break at Lakeside Inn
o Lunch: J B Boondocks
o Drive the Green Mt Scenic Byway – Shaun will investigate points of interest
o Arrive Lake Wales, FL
o Dinner near hotel
o Hotel
· WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2017 (100 miles)
o Visit Bok Carillons and Gardens
o Lunch: The Ridge
o Drive to Sebring Int’l Raceway
o Visit Sebring Int’l Raceway (Jim to research)
o Dinner: Hotel in Clewiston
· THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2017 (97 miles)
o Drive from Sebring
o Lunch;
o Arrive at a hotel east of Naples
o REVS Museum- change reservations from 10:30 am to 1:30pm. Confirmation number 10131309.
o Dinner;
o Hotel;
· FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2017 (35 miles)
o Tour Naples
o Delnor-Wiggins Pass State Park
o Visit Naples beach and pier
o Visit Marco Island
o Lunch on Marco Island
o Drive from Marco Island to Everglades City via scenic Tamiami Trail, State Route 41
o ...

For Sale:
‘76 red MGB is for sale, $6,000.00, trying to lighten my load and the 1980 will hopefully get a fresh
new paint job in 2017. Call Linda, (321) 757-0180 oldcarsnewcars@bellsouth.net

Tow Bar An MG friend of mine has a heavy duty MG tow bar in good condition and ready to sell at a
very reasonable price. Call Len, (321) 752 0737
MG trailer Asking $2000.00 or best offer. Hitch and wiring harness included. Located in Statesville, NC.
Clyde Hollar (704) 995-9987

AN INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO British Marque CAR CLUB NEWS
British Marque Car Club News is a 40-page monthly tabloid newspaper featuring the news of
dozens of British car clubs coast to coast. Did you know that our club is one of over 100 official
British Marque Participating Clubs? It’s true — and members of Participating Clubs are entitled
to all sorts of benefits.
For one, you can subscribe to either the Print Edition or On-line Edition of the Marque at a 37%
discount over non-member (regular) rates. Both Editions have the same 40 pages of event
listings, columns, classifieds and special features. Either way, you will receive 11 issues a year.
SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR PARTICIPATING CLUB MEMBERS
Members residing in the USA: Only $16.00/year Print Edition
Members residing in Canada: Only $20.00/year Print Edition
Members residing overseas: Only $26.00/year Print Edition
On-line Edition, regardless of residence: Only $12.00/year
(On-line Edition FREE to Print Edition subscribers upon request)
Regular (non-Participating Club) subscription rates $26.00 for U.S. residents, $38.00 for Canadian residents,
and $50.00 for overseas residents. Regular On-line Edition rate $19.00. All rates quoted in U.S. dollars.
PLACE FREE CLASSIFIED ADS, TOO!
Each subscriber from a Participating Club is also entitled to place one free classified ad (up to
20 words) per issue, whether you’re selling or looking for something British car-related.
Additional 15¢ charged per word over the 20-word limit. Photos may be included for $7.50 each. Free classified
ad
benefit available only to individuals, not businesses.
So don’t delay — subscribe today!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------c/o Enthusiast Publications, LLC
5 Old Nasonville Road
Harrisville, RI 02830 USA

******************************************************************************************

PARTICIPATING CLUB PRINT SUBSCRIPTION FORM
To pay by credit card or to order the On-line Edition, please go to our website, www.britishmarque.com
Club Name __________________________________________________________________
Member Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State/Prov. ________ Zip/Post Code ____________
E-mail or phone ________________________________ Amount Enclosed_______________
Attach check or money order payable in U.S. funds to Enthusiast Publications, LLC, and send to address above.
Form and check must be received by the 20th of the month to receive the next month’s issue

MGB, MGC, Midget, 1100/1300 and Post Abingdon Car Owners:

The only MEMBER-RUN organization
for MGB, MGC, Midget,1100/1300 and
Post Abingdon Car owners.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $30 ($45 overseas)
• Dash plaque • Membership card • Window decal
• Six bi-monthly issues of The MG Driver,
a 68-page informative magazine.
• Annual national convention – a four-day MG party!

North American MGB Register
PO BOX 876 • Downers Grove, IL 60515-0876

Toll-free phone: 800-NAMGBR-1
www.namgbr.org

