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DECEMBER 2009 NEWSLETTER

HAPPY HANNUKAH, MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS: by Dave Alexander
Thanks to everyone for our successful annual show at Wickham Park. I am sure everyone is
looking forward to our club’s 2010 events … Speaking of events, we only have the Bok Tower
Tour and the Holiday Party planned for this month and a Private Car Collection Tour in January
(see items later in this newsletter), so please give your ideas and suggestions for more events to
any board member, as we have a board meeting in January and the event calendar is tops on the
list. Happy Holidays to all.

BRIT-BASH AT WICKHAM – A Celebration of British Motor Cars
On Friday evening, November 6th, the club hosted a very successful “Meet & Greet”
featuring a $5.00 Bar-B-Q dinner at the host hotel
the Hampton Inn in
Melbourne.
We
welcomed over 35
people to this event
who all claimed it
was
a
great
evening.
The
following
morning,
we
opened the gate to
the show field at 8:30 a.m. We had a great variety of
cars, some definitely unusual. Barry Alexander of Sarasota as usual brought a distinctive
vehicle, a 1932 BSA Trike, which garnered Best of Show. It was an extremely close vote
between the BSA and David
Reeve’s 1967 Daimler SP 250-1
with stock “Hemi” engine.

The overall Show results are as follows:
Austin Healey – Robert & Marsha Miller, Merritt Island, FL
Jaguar Sports – Dan Cleary, Indian Harbor Beach, FL
Jaguar Sedan – Ronn Schwenn, Deland, FL
Lotus – Jack Tripp, Rockledge, FL
MG T Series – 1st: Dan Cleary, Indian Harbor Beach, FL
2nd: Bob Sieck, Melbourne, FL
3rd: Jackie Parents, Melbourne, FL
MGA – 1st: Richard Jensen, Cape Canaveral, FL
2nd: Joe Kaiser, St. Augustine, FL
rd
3 : Ken & Betty Gregory, Vero Beach, FL
MG Midget – Saul Klein, Titusville, FL
MGB Chrome Bumper – 1st: Ken & Eileen Myers, Port St. Lucie, FL
2nd: Helen Kingston, Merritt Island, FL
3rd: Paul Millette, Fort Pierce, FL
MGB Rubber Bumper – 1st: Linda Knoblock, Melbourne, FL
2nd: Ken & Betty Gregory, Vero Beach, FL
3rd: Al Allen, Melbourne, FL
MGB GT – 1st: Norm & Pat Ridgely, Vero Beach, FL
2nd: Ben Stone, Vero Beach, FL
MG OTHER – Hayes Harris, Vero Beach, FL
TRIUMPH – 1st: Brian Mitchell, Melbourne, FL
2nd: Jim & Debbie Wilson, Nokomis, FL
3rd: Tony Geraci, Orlando, FL
TVR & OTHER BRITISH SPORTS – 1st: David Reeve, Plantation, FL
2nd: Barry Alexander, Sarasota, FL
MINIS & VARIETIES – 1st: Brian O’Keefe, Melbourne, FL
2nd: Leah Payne, Orlando, FL
rd
3 : Richard Payne, Clermont, FL
NEW MINIS – 1st: Brian Anderson, Cocoa, FL
2nd: James Day, Winter Park, FL
3rd: Bob Palmer, Port St. Lucie, FL
BEST OF SHOW – Barry Alexander, Sarasota, FL, 1932 BSA Trike
THE ANNUAL JERRY KEUPER AWARD
The Jerry Keuper Memorial Award for Outstanding MG Spirit was
presented this year to Helen Kingston at the Brit Bash awards
ceremony. Helen is well-deserving of this award. She joined the
Club about 10 years ago and has served as Treasurer for most of
that time and has done an excellent job. She has been a strong
supporter of all the different activities of the club and is always a
willing volunteer to do what is necessary to help out.
Congratulations and Thanks, Helen.

The following is an e-mail from Danica Perhacs (our show chairperson) which is selfexplanatory:

“For me personally, sending a “Thank You” by email seems a bit crass, but in the interest of
expediency, I'm defaulting to such instead of a personal note.
Thanks to Helen for the details and sometimes "gopher" work as well as the printing that is
done at their office by Heather. And, the numerous requests for input and opinion from me
regarding show decisions.
Thanks to Al and Pat Allen for their work with the Meet & Greet, assembling packets, selling
merchandise, Ocean Potion donations, printing photos
and a lot of work behind the scenes.

Thanks to the "gate guys", Ed and Norm, and the latter
for rising to the task of revising the class list so I could
order awards.
Thanks to the "parking guys" (Mike, Christian, Dave,
John) for doing just that and handling the field.
Thanks to the "sign man" (Ken) (the only person up as
early as me on show day) for putting up the signs
despite the fact someone (else) wants them as much as we do.
Thanks to the "registration regalia", Helen, Sharon, Pam, Betty and Pat for smooth sailing
and tallying and trying to keep the field and gate guys in line.
Thanks to Saul, aka "Camera Man", for taking the show photos for the awards and general
purposes.
Thanks to Pam Price and whoever else assisted Pat Allen with the Meet & Greet set up.
If I've forgotten anyone I apologize.
It's nice to work with a team of people to pull off an event because it would not happen
otherwise.”
-Danica

A side note on the show: Mike Euziere met a most-interesting gentleman from New
Hampshire, John Giese, the editor for the British Cars of New Hampshire club. John was
out bike riding in Wickham Park and came upon our show. Saul Klein, Joe Kaiser, and
Norm Ridgely also had individually extensive conversations with John. The following was
published in “The Boot, Hood and Bonnet”, their club newsletter:

A Happy Coincidence
by John Giese
Last weekend my wife, Joan, and I had to fly down to Florida
for the wedding of my sister’s one and only son. We arrived at
Orlando airport on Friday afternoon, where my sister and her
husband picked us up and drove us to their home in
Melbourne. Melbourne is a community that is laid out on a
grid of squares that are one mile on a side, or roughly six
hundred and forty acres. The square for the community that

my sister and brother-in-law live in is next to one that is a town park. The park has hiking and
biking trails as well as horse stables, recreational club houses, a camp ground and places for
various events. Saturday morning I decided to take my brother-in-law’s bicycle and go exploring.
When I was packing for the trip I threw in my bag a couple of tee shirts, shorts and a baseball
cap, not looking to see which ones they were. As it so happened, the cap was my MG cap and
the first tee shirt I grabbed was my BCNH tee shirt, not thinking much about them. The first place
I went was to the park to see what was there. Riding around to the far side of the park I spied a
parking area and saw a few LBCs. It turned out that the MG Car Club Florida was having their
annual car show in the park that very day. What a happy coincidence. After introducing myself to
a few of the people setting up the show (it was early), I rode back to my sister’s house, grabbed
my camera and scooted back to the show. There I met the editor of the club newsletter, Norman
Ridgely. I also met Joe and Pheona Kaiser. Joe is retired and he and Pheona are the editors of
newsletters for four British and one AACA car clubs that do not have their own newsletter. Joe
told me about an organization of some twenty clubs who share newsletter stories. Any of the
clubs can reprint stories from the other newsletters. Talk about a find! This was the answer to
my prayers. Joe also makes clocks featuring the car club
logos and pictures of LBCs that clubs use a awards at car
shows. This is something that our Show-of-Dreams
committee members might be interested in looking into as a
replacement for the award trophies. As the morning went on
more and more cars showed up. The MG Car Club Florida
has a web site where you can see an extensive set of
pictures from the show. – http://www.mgcarclubflorida.org The show had a very good turn out considering that all of the
Minis were at a competing Mini show nearby. Later that
afternoon, as we drove to the wedding, we passed a long line
of Minis. Their car show over, they were heading for the MG
Car Club Florida’s show. The car that really caught my eye was the 2004 MGZT-T. From a
distance I thought it was a BMW. It is the only one of it’s kind in the US and it is for sale. There
are a lot of great pictures on the for sale web site. http://www.wirewheel.com One thing I came to realize while talking to the club members is how lucky we are here in New
England to have great sports car roads. While the Florida LBC owners have good riding weather
all year long, the roads are long and straight, places are very distant from each other, and you
get from place to place by riding on highways. They do not get to participate on the Sunday
tours through the New England country side that our club members enjoy. Another thing I
learned while talking to the two newsletter editors was how lucky our car club is to have
members who contribute their stories to our Car-of-the- Month articles. Many of those stories will
now appear in the newsletters of other British car clubs.
RECENT EVENT:
The club gathered on a beautiful, clear, cool morning, Saturday, November 21 at the Golden Corral
on Palm Bay Road. We departed
there at 10:30 a.m. to start our
Poker run on the way to lunch.
Our
1st stop was the “99 Cent Store”
on
the SE corner of Malabar Road
and
Babcock where everyone got a
card and did find some neat
stuff to buy. We left there and
proceeded east to US 1, then
north to Historic Old Downtown Melbourne, where most
everyone browsed (and bought) at the Christmas Store.
While there, Len Coppold arrived in his Midget without brakes! He rode with Saul Klein from then
on. Next it was south to the Grant Antique Mall, more cards were given out, and money spent.

Then it was west and south to Fellsmere, and the Marsh Landing Restaurant for lunch and the
biennial election of the officers and directors and a vote on a by-law change. (These were reported
on earlier.) We had a great turnout with 28 present and all 28 had a great time. Those in
attendance were: Carol
Gradwell and Kevin Hoffman,
Linda Knoblock and Michael
Senical, Ed & Pam Price, Paul &
Sue Milette, Tom Bowman, Ray
& Mary Pollock, David
Alexander, newest members
Brian Alexander and his wife
Tara, Al & Pat Allen, Richard &
Jo-Ann Jensen, Mike & Rainey Euziere, Saul Klein, Norm & Pat
Ridgely, Len Coppold, Ken & Betty Gregory, Danica Perhacs,
and Helen Kngston.

It Is Now OFFICIAL! Election was held and the officers for the years 2010 & 2011 are as follows:
President

Dave Alexander

Vice President

Linda Knoblock

Treasurer

Helen Kingston

Secretary

Pat Ridgely

The Directors’ election was for 3 seats on the board, however, all 4 candidates received an
equal number of votes, therefore, it was decided that all four will serve. They are:
Al Allen

Ken Gregory

Christian Havneraas

Danica Perhacs

The addition to the By-Laws, concerning Article VI – Club Directors passed unanimously.
Therefore, Ed Price, our most immediate Past President is now on the Board of Directors.
The position of Director(s) at Large will be considered at the forthcoming January Board
meeting.
Thanks to all who voted. It was appreciated.

UPCOMING MGCC-F EVENTS - DECEMBER AND BEYOND
December 13th – 2nd Sunday – BOK TOWER GARDENS – LAKE WALES
This tour to Bok in Lake Wales is on a Sunday as requested by a
number of members. The club has been going to Bok at this time of
year for the last four years. The gardens at this time are beautiful
and the Pinewood Estate is decked out for its annual Christmas at
Pinewood Home Tour. Many different decorators dress each of the
20 rooms in this Mediterranean style mansion for the holidays. It is
always interesting and attractive. The tower, featuring a 60-bell

carillon, has concerts at 1 and 3. The gardens were designed by Olmsted and comprise
over 250 acres. Bok opened in 1929 at the highest point in peninsular Florida, Iron
Mountain. Go to www.boksanctuary.com for more information. Also, by us going on
Sunday, those that wish to drive over on Saturday to spend the night at Chalet Suzanne
Country Inn, or elsewhere and shop in Lake Wales, Sebring, or Winter Haven, may do so.
The admission to Bok is $18 for both the gardens and Pinewood. There is a great café at
the Visitor’s Center for lunch. Picnicking is also permitted in certain areas. The South
group will meet at the IHOP on SR 60, just east of I-95 interchange to leave at 9:30 a.m. to
head west on 60 to YeeHaw Junction. The Brevard County group will meet at the IHOP
parking lot just east of I-95 on US 192/ West New Haven Road for departure at 9:00 AM. This
group will go west to Holopaw, then south on US 441 to YeeHaw Junction, meeting the
south group there (+/- 10 a.m.). The route then is west on SR 60 to Lake Wales to Bok. We
should arrive at Bok at 11:00 AM or shortly thereafter; Pinewood opens at 1:00 PM for tours.
We’d like to have a count by Thursday, Dec. 10th so we know who is coming. The
Brevard/North group contact Dave (321-213-7051) and
South group contact Norm (772-532-4265). These are cell
phone numbers – if you’re running late, let them know.
If you didn’t call ahead and find you can make it, come
anyway. If you plan to meet
us at the Gardens, please
notify Dave or Norm so your
name can be entered into the
drawing for 5 free passes
($10 value each) to the Gardens as the names of the lucky
winners will be drawn at YeeHaw. (Pinewood House tour not
included in the $10 Gardens’ admission tickets.) We will need
your cell #s also because if you are a winner, you’ll need the
pass before entering the Bok gate house. That way, we can
call you and you can wait outside the gate for us to arrive.
December 19th – 3rd Saturday – HOLIDAY PARTY
The club will again meet at Al and Pat Allen’s home, 1632 Keys Gate Drive in Viera, for
Holiday cheer, conversation, and great food. We thank them for their hospitality. The
gathering will commence at 5:30 P.M. Attendees are asked to bring either hors d’oeuvre or
dessert. Contact Pat at 321-259-6957 or email: patalallen@msn.com to RSVP and let her
know what you are going to bring, and number of
people in your group.
Directions: From US Highway 1 - go west on Viera
Blvd. about 3 miles to Grand Isle. Turn left onto
Grand Isle Blvd, stop at call box on your left just
before the gate, enter numbers 185 and Pat or Al will
open the gate. Proceed on Grand Isle Blvd. to
Cheeca Way; it will be the second street on your left.
Turn left and go to stop sign turn left onto Keys Gate
Drive 1632 is the 3rd house on the right. Their
address is: 1632 Keys Gate Drive, in Viera.

January 16th, 2010 – 3rd Saturday - Schumann Tour
We have been invited to tour a private collection of John Schumann’s cars in Vero Beach. It
is a mixture of race and street motor cars, all no more
than 2 passenger: Mercedes, Maserati, Aston-Martin,
Porche, etc. The collection is located near his home at
the Vero Aerodrome off SW 82nd Ave and First Street. The
buildings holding this collection sits next to his race
track, where he and his wife practice as they are active in
vintage racing as well as flying. The tour will last about
two hours, after which the Ridgelys and the Gregorys will
host the club at the Ridgely’s for lunch. A $5 per person
donation will be
welcomed as we
used to do in the
past. The weather will be cool and the drive will be
great. Call Norm at 772-532-4265 or Dave 321-2137051 so we can get a count of those attending to
properly plan the food. Thanks.
The North group will meet at the Golden Corral,
Palm Bay Road, east of I-95, at 9:00 a.m. with a
departure time of 9:30 a.m. It will take less than an
hour and a quarter to drive the 42.3 miles (NOT
clocked by an MG speedometer) to Schumann’s.
The South group will go independently to Schumann’s. The location is the northwest
corner of 82nd Avenue and 5th Street SW, Vero Beach. Any problems, call Norm Ridgely at
772-532-4265.
No tours are scheduled beyond January 16th. If you have a suggestion, let your officers or
directors know of it. Thanks.
DUES: As required by our By-Laws, the dues structure was discussed by the (Board?)
membership at the October meeting and it was decided to leave the dues at $15.00 a year.
Therefore, please put your check for dues in the mail NOW to the club as they are due by
December 31st of each year. Thanks.
CREATOR OF CATERHAM 7 DIES
Graham Neurn, who purchased the Lotus 7 from Colin Chapman in 1973 and renamed it,
passed away October 24th at 76. The family run business built about 9,300 cars during their
ownership, which spanned 32 years. The company was sold in 2005 but still develops the
car, the latest model boasts a 263 HP engine, a 0 to 60 time of 3.1 seconds, and a price tag
of $70,000. The 7s biggest rival was TVR, whose owner, Peter Wheeler also passed this
year.
FIT SAYS THANKS
Ken Droscher, our contact for the FIT Homecoming Parade, recently e-mailed the club
thanking us for participating and stated “the MGCC-Florida always adds greatly to the
quality of the parade.”

KEUPER STATUE
The bronze statue of Jerry Keuper, our Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam) and the Founder
of FIT, was unveiled during FIT’s Homecoming festivities. It was sculpted by Tallahassee
artist Ed Jonas and the $75,000 cost was paid by donations. The statue weighs 300 pounds
and is atop a 10,000 pound concrete base. I believe Jerry would have said $75,000 would
have bought a lot of nice old MGs.
OTHER EVENTS:
1st Sunday of each month: British Car Breakfast Club 9:00 a.m. at the Golden Corral in
Altamonte Springs. It is just south of SR 434’s intersection with SR 436 on the east side
between Costco and Robb & Stucky.
April 8th-11th, 2010 – GOF South – MK XLIV - Jekyll Island, GA – www.mgclassics.org
June 23rd-27th, 2010 – “MG 2010” NAMGBR – Belleville, Ontario, Canada
For questions on any of the above, call Norm Ridgely (772) 567-2231.
MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Members are invited to submit interesting articles about their MG or MGs and themselves.
We need as many articles written by members as we can get. Submit yours to Norm
Ridgely at normridge@yahoo.com or P. O. Box 651068, Vero Beach, FL 32965. Thanks for
your help.
FEEDBACK:
The Officers and Board members would like to hear from members concerning their views
on current functions and events (likes, dislikes, etc.) and any ideas for the future. This is
your club and we want everyone to participate and enjoy. So, please contact anyone on the
list on the last page to have your voice heard. Thanks!
CLASSIFIED ADS:
Ads are free of charge to members, run for three months unless renewed and/or canceled
by the advertiser. Send your ad to Norm Ridgely at the link below or P. O. Box 651068, Vero
Beach, FL 32965 by the 25th of each month for publication in the following month’s
newsletter. In your e-mail, please reference MGCC-F ad so it’s not considered spam.
FOR SALE - MG tf 2004 Roadster - Purchased new in Mexico in 2004. One owner to date. Fully
registered in Florida (tag, title, registration, and insurance). Car is clean with some dents and
scratches since owner moved to Miami. Needs new soft top, (estimate 400 pounds). 50 K
Kilometers on clock. Silver. Asking $25,000. Cell Eduardo Nagy, at 786-315-0068 (Miami).
FOR SALE – 1980 MGB, red with black interior/top, good condition inside & out, new top, engine
& mechanicals very good. Palm Bay, Fl- Joann Kane, 321-724-1751 asking $7000
For Sale - 1949 MG-TC that I am trying to sell. I’m in Jupiter and I have just reduced the price to
$21,000. It is an older restoration but in good mechanical and body shape. The interior needs
some work. The entire brake system was overhauled last year including all new lines and

cylinders. All parts in the car are either original or OEM Arthur S. Bobrow 561-575-2393
abobrow@bellsouth.net Photos available

Safety Fast !
Club Officials:
David Alexander 321-213-7051 (President)
Frank Kingston (Vice-President)
Pat Ridgely 772-567-2231 (Secretary)
Helen Kingston 321-773-1455 (Treasurer)
Saul Klein 321-269-0236 (Webmaster & Director at Large)
Al Allen 321-259-6957 (Director)
Ken Gregory 772-633-0873 (Director)
Christian Havneraas 321-543-0453 (Director)
Danica Perhacs 772-770-0083, britbash@comcast.net (Director, Show Chairperson)
Norm Ridgely 772-532-4265 (Director at Large, Newspaper Editor)
Ed Price – 321-632-2207 Past president
Jerry Keuper Chairman Emeritus (In Memoriam)

MG Car Club – Florida www.mgcarclubflorida.org
P.O. Box 410471
Melbourne, FL 32941
321-213-7051
For Club Info- Please email Dave Alexander email

